TAN MAN VE NGOI SAO LA & CAC CHIEM TINH GIA
NHAN MUA GIANG SINH...

Nguyén Pic Cung
1.-Mét chat vao dé.

Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43 trudc CN.), mot nha hung bién va chinh khach
c6 La M4 da ting noi: “Lich si 1 6ng thay cua cugce doi” (Historia magistra vitae).
Lich sir Viét Nam trong hon nira thé ky qua ciing da 1a bai hoc sau ¢am cho nhiéu
ngudi ké ca qudc gia 1an cong san.

Ngay 15 thang 6 nam 1975, sau khi di trinh dién “hoc tap cai tao” tai Truong
Trung Hoc Trung Vuong Sai Gon va mét s truong hoc tai SG, may ngay sau do,
t6i va rat dong ban ti khoang 3000 nguoi dugc don 1én nhiéu chiéc xe bus va tu
nhiéu noi, truc chi huéng dong Sai Gon 1én lang c¢6 nhi Long Thanh, mét co so xa
hoi do Tu Su mét can bo CS nam ving diéu hanh truéc nam 1975.

Trudc d6 ngay 12-6-1975, bao Sai Gon Gidi Phong c6 bai xa luan: “Tham
nhuan tinh than nhan dao Viét nam”, goi quan dan can chinh Viét Nam Cong Hoa Ia
nhitng “da th(” nguyén van nhu sau: “Céach mang thang loi, giai phong dong bao ta,
dong thoi ciing giai phong ludn ca nguoi linh nguy. Cudc doi 1am linh danh thué cho
dé quéc My da cham dut. Ho khoi phai chét. Ho thoat khoi kiép séng cuc nhuc trong
d6i quan chéng lai t6 quéc. D6 1a hanh vi nhan dao dau tién rat can ban cua cach
mang di vai ho. Gio day, du ho c6 bi bat giam hay khong, ho van Ia nhitng tu, hang
binh trong tay céc luc lugng vi trang giai phong... Tuy nhién, néu ching khéng
chdng cu thi ta ciing khong giét chiing. Ching ciing 1a con ngudi Viét Nam. Bé québc
My va tay sai da bién chiing tir con ngudi thanh ra da thi. Cach mang phai cai tao
chdng tir tha trd lai thanh nguoi. Phai giam ching lai dé ching khéng 1am hai nhan
dan duoc nira. Bong thoi phai cai tao ching dé ching cai ta quy chinh.” (Huy Puc,
Bén thang cugc, |. Gigi Phong, OSINBOOK, 2012, Saigon-Boston-Los Angeles-
New York, trang 66). Loi I8 cua nguoi thang cudc dugc ghi lai trong cudn sach cua
mét nha bao CS, Huy Prc, s& duogc lich st phé phan cong bang, phat xuat tir cha
thuyét Mac-Lé coi nhiing ai khdng dung chung hang ngii véi ching 1a ké thi,va
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chiing ta c6 thé chiém nghiém lai loi cua Voltaire, mot nha van Phap néi: “Rat khé
dé giai phéng nhiing ké ngu xudn ra khéi thi xiéng xich ma he ton tho. ” Ngudi cong
san vo than chi biét tén thd vat chat va mé tu tuong gido diéu da bi vt vao sot rac
cua lich sir. Luc bay gio 1a ké thang cudc nén ho tha hd néi nang huyénh hoang, vung
vit!

Sau hon ba thang, ngay 04 thang 10 nam 1975, d6 bén tram nguoi dugc goi
tén ding riéng ra gom da s6 1 tong bo truang, cuu nghi si, dan biéu (trong d6 cé
t6i), 1anh dao céc t chuc dang phai, nhan vat cao cap trong nganh canh sat v.v. dugc
ché vé mét trai giam cii trude day thai VNCH ding 1am “cai héi that” caa nit pham
nhan tai Tha Duc. Tir noi ndy, mdi budi sang ching tdi nghe vong lai tiéng chudng
nha thd cac gi4o xtr ving Thu Dic, cang 1am tang thém ndi nhd nha, nhat 1 vao dip
Giang Sinh nam 1975, hinh anh céac gido xi ¢ Sai Gon ron rang trang tri cac den
ngbi sao, lam mang co, dung cay théng, cac ca doan tap duot nhitng bai thanh ca
danh cho cugc I& cang lam cho t6i héo hat ca rudt gan.

Khoang trung tuan thang 7 nim 1976, toan bo td nhan chinh tri tai trai giam
Tha Buc truée sau duoc chuyén ra mién Bac don vé hai trai Ha Tay va Nam Ha.
Théi thé 1a cach biét han véi Mién Nam than thuong, dao hanh... “Theo 6ng Nguyén
Van Tran, nguoi duoc bé sung vao Trung wong Cuc dau thang 4-1975, cha triong
tir triréc cuia B Chinh trj 1a: Sé nguy hiém thi dwa ra mién Bdc cdi tgo, sé khong
nguy hiém thi @é lai trong Nam. Bdn than nhiing nguoi trong cuge ciing nhan thay
nhizng nguoi diroc cdi tao ¢ mién Nam thi cugc song c6 phan nhe nhang hon, ngan
han hon. Nhiing ngueoi ti nang, ti 1au” thi ra Bac. Nhing nam dau viéc cdi tao do
bg dgi quan Iy, ké tir sau cugc chién tranh bién gidi 17-2-1979, tU cdi tao duoc
chuyén dan sang cac trai ¢ Nam Ha, Thanh Hoéa. Khong chi bi hanh hg vé tinh than,
that kho 1y gidi vi sao nhiing ngueoi chién thang lai giam giiz nhitng dai thu da dau
hang minh lau nhu vay. ” (Huy Buc, Sach da dan, trang 68).

Trai qua hon 12 nam trong chon lao ti Cong San, toi c6 chat ky niém vé “ngdi
sao la”. o 14 18 Giang sinh nam 1982, & trai to Nam Ha (Ha Nam Ninh, Bic Viét)
t6i cing Mot ngudi ban td, anh Pham Tan Méi (trudc day & The Colony, Texas nay
da roi vé Chicago) la ngudi vira ¢ trai kién giam M@ ra, nay sinh y dinh la 1am mét
deén ngdi sao trong dip 18 Giang Sinh. Tdi nghi d6 1a ¥ kién kha tao bao vi néu cén
bo CS phat hién ra tac gia thi viéc di cum mot chan trong nha ky luat, tac 1a bi “kién
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giam” 1a diéu chéc chan. Chdng tdi phai mat mot thang cho du an nguy hiém nay vi
phai di tim kiém vat liéu nhu gidy mau, day budc va tre, 1am duoc ntra ching ciing
phai dem di dau. Phong giam cua ching toi c6 mét 15 tréng vubng do mot thude trén
tran nha, nén chlng toi khai thac giau “ngdi sao” vao chd dé khi 1am chua xong sau
nhiéu cong doan, dé tranh con mat bon “quan gido”, va mot cay duong dugc chit
san dem vé nguy trang dé canh ctra s6 bén ngoai budng giam. Téi dém Noel ldy den
sao xudng treo vao ngon dién caa budng giam, budng sé 7, rdt mot cay dwong nho
vao trang tri 1am cdy thong Noel. Sau d6, mot sé it t nhan CG quan tu lai bén nhau,
tham lang doc kinh, hat thanh ca vira da nghe dudi ngbi sao Giang Sinh, véi chit it
banh trai cua gia dinh tiép té trong cac dip tham nudi day khé khan. Khéng c6 linh
muc tuyén dy ¢ chung budng, ching tdi mai mot vi chac sic Tin Lanh, Muc su
Duong Ky chia xé vé ¥ nghia ngay 1& Giang Sinh va nhd Thuong toa Thich Thanh
Long, Giam ddc Nha Tuyén Uy Phat gido, mot bac chan tu trong td ai ciing kinh
trong, “giang thuyét” vé cudc sinh ha cua Chua Gié Su, y nghia “ngdi sao la”, cay
thong v.v...T6i hdm d6 Thuong toa Thich Thanh Long nai rat hay, khién nhém nho
ngudi CG trong budng giam ciing thay cam dong va ghi nhd mai. Moi su xay ra tot
dep. Chinh ky niém d6 da goi hung cho t6i trong viéc tim kiém mot so tu lidu gap
thay trén sach vo nghién ctiu dé hinh thanh nén bai viét sau day.

2.-V@é ngbi sao la & phwong Pong, ngudn cam hing vin chwong bat tan.
Trong sach Tdn Udc Thanh sit Mat-Théu noi vé ngdi sao la nhu sau:

“Chiing téi da thay Vi sao Ciia Nguwoi Xudt hién bén phwong Péng, nén chiing
t6i den bai lay Nguwoi” (Vidimus stellam ejus in oriente et venimus adorare Eum”
Méat-théu 2: 1-2).

Khi dinh nghia vé van chuong, hoc gia Phan Ké Binh da cho biét : “véin la ve
dep, chuwong la vé sang”, vay thi thién van ‘K 3 sau nhitng danh tir kép nhu thién
nhién, thién tugng, thién thé, thién qudc, thién ménh v.v... s& phai duoc dinh nghia
nhu 13 vé dep cua troi dat, ma dep nhat trong mua giang sinh dbi voi nguoi Kitd Hiru
dé6 1a hién tuong ngdi sao la dugc Thanh st Mat-théu ndi tai trong sach Tin Mirng
cua ngai.



Ngdi sao la 1a mot hién twong phé bién trong nén vian chuong Ki-Td Gi4o nhat
la tir khi Thanh Phanxicd Assisi (1182-1226) thuong goi Thanh Phanxicé Khé Khan
c6 sang kién 1am hang da vao dip L& Giang Sinh tir thé ky XII va sau d6 lan tran
khip thé giéi.

Tai Gi4o Phan Hué c6 Linh Myc Sang Pinh Nguyén Vin Thich (1891-1978)
1 ngudi €6 nhiéu tai ning, nhét 1a 1am tho va soan nhac thanh ca. Trong tap tho Sdng
Dinh Thi Tdp cta Ngai do Giao su Boan Khoach bién soan c6 bai hat “Ngoi sao la”
ca duogc theo diéu Pdng dan cung von 1a phan nhac khi ctr qudc thiéu caa Triéu
Nguyén (Thanh Tinh xb, California, USA, 2001, trang 112-114).

Bai hat y nhu sau:

Vidimus stellam ejus in oriente...

La la la kia ang (quang) hao quang
Vang sao méi ruc ré huy hoang!

Rang ngoi trong dém mo mit,

Dém mo mjt ray bong da tan.

Piém Thién Chuda ha giang nhan hoan,
Nghiém loi Thanh kinh da nghiém,
Nay da nghiém (phan) mwoi phan,
Chinh sao dong Gia-cop,

Dém mo mjt ray bong da tan.

Et venimus adorare Eum...

Long khoan khoai véi buoc 1én dirong,
Lanh lung xa xudi nao ngai.

Mudn ngan dgm dam tuyét gidy swong,
Tur qué vize Vurot nai bang ruang,

Mgt 1ong quyét cho tim déng,

Lo tim dang Chada long thuong,

Budc ta cling gang burdc,

Lo tim dang Chda long thuong,

Budc ta cling gang burdc,

Mubn ngan dam dam tuyét giay swong.
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Surge, illuminare, Jerusalem, quia venit lumentuum, et gloria Domini super
te orta est...

D4y day dagy! Thanh thanh Jérusalem!

Nay on Chla gioi sdng ém deém,

Mgt vung vinh quang ngoi rang,

Cung va dién ruc ro cang thém

Poan xe gia chdt truéc san thém,

Mgt nha chau con vay mdt,

Vui vay mat xem kia xem,

Bon phuwong déu dua dén,

Xe va ngua ném dwong ném,

Lé hirong vang dang tien,

Vang loi nguyén nha Chua ngay dem.

Et tu, Bethlehem, nequaguam minima es in principibus Juda; ex te enim exiet
dux qui regat populum meum Israel...

Loi Kinh thanh, lai chi dem dang,

No thanh Bethleem hén mon,

Noi hén men day yéng hao quang,

Nay hang dd, mét Tré don hén,

Ném nam ndm rom va rq,

Rom va rg 0i (sang) giau sang.

Yéng sao mau soi dén,

Rom va rg 0i (sang) giau sang,

Yéng sao madu soi dén,

Noi hén mon day yéng hao quang.

Quia melior est dies una in atriis tuis super millia. (Ps. 83)
Ngay on phwdc ngng gid mudn van,

Mgt ngay hon tram ngan van,

Hon ngan van ngay phudc tran gian;

Vi trong thdy mdt Chua thién dang,

Ggi nhuan on quang mau nhiém.

Tam héon dang (an) bang an,



Tri khdn day &nh sang,

Tam hon dang (an) bang an,

Tri khdn day &nh sang,

Hon ngan van ngay phudc tran gian.

Et procidentes adoraverunt Eum; et apertis thesauris suis, obtulerunt ei
munera aurum, thus et myrrham.

Qui dang hién mét I¢ phi thuong,

No vang, nhii huwong, méc-durorc,

Hurong, mgc-diroc cling tam long don.

vang yéu mén, dg meén khon luong,

Mgt doi deang cay mgc-dueor,

Thém loi nguyén nhu (hurong) mui huong,

Chua Hai Bong thirong doéi,

Thém loi nguyén (huwong) mui hieong,

Chua Hai Bong thirong doéi.

(L& Ngoc Bich, Suu Tdp Tho-Van-Nhac-Hoa cua Linh Myuc Sdng Pinh Nguyén Van
Thich, Sai Gon 2003, trang 75-77).

Trong cuén PUC GIE-SU, CUOC POI VA THOT PAl, viét bang tiéng Anh
(Jesus and His times) cua sau tac gia nguoi My, Charles Bricker, Lionel Casson,
Charles Flowers, Wendy Murphy, Bryce Walker, Bernard Weisberger do Nguyén
U6c dich, c6 viét rang: “Khi Pirc Gié-su ra doi, chiing ta dwoc ké vé Cac Nha Chiém
Tinh — (cOn goi ld nha théng thdi, dao si, hodc theo truyén khdu, ‘cdc vua’) — “tir
phurong Déng dén Gié-ru-sa-lem, va héi: ‘Pirc Vua dan Do Thai méi sinh ra hién ¢
ddau? Chiing téi da thdy sao Ciia Nguwoi Xudt hién bén phirong Péng, nén chiing toi
deén béi lay Nguwoi ” (Mt. 2:1-2) Méat-théu khdng dién ta day di ngdi sao ma Cac Nha
Chiém Tinh di theo, ngoai viéc m0 ta nd la mgt hién tuwong la lung. NO 1a ng6i sao
chuyén déng thang phia truéc Cac Nha Chiém Tinh va ding lai ngay trén ngdi nha
Purc Gié-su ¢. Nhizng nha khdo cizu bang chiing lich si thdy chang c6 gi an khop.
Khdng c6 chi ddu nao vé mét ngdi sao chdi Ién xudt hién cach ty nhién vao thoi Pirc
Gié-su ra doi, dii nguoi ta cé thé thdy sao chdi nai tieng Ha-Idy vao nam 12 truéc
C.N. Nhiéu sao chdi xudt hién suét lich siz theo chu ky déu dén ddng tin nhung hiém
khi Xdy ra chuyén chiing c6 vé bdo diém la hodc diém xdu.” (Nha xb. Van héa Thong
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tin, 2003, trang 45). Doc tiép doan dudi, cac tac gia nay Viét: “Mdt sé nguroi suy
dodn Mat-théu, von khong phdi chiém tinh gia, di c6 thé dé dai dién ta hién fuwong
dac biét do cach gian dj la “mét ngoi sao”. (trang 46).

Qua that, cac tac gia ngudi My trén day da hoi hot khdng biét Mat-théu dua
ra tin hiéu nao vé “maot ngdi sao”, nhung cac nha chi giai Kinh Thanh caa Céng
Gido, Chinh Thng Gi4o hay Tin Lanh chic chin 1a phai biét ¥ nghia cua ba chi
“mot ngdi sao” 1a mudn noi diéu gi.

Trong sach The Catholic Study Bible, cic nha ch( giai Kinh Thanh da viét:
“Chiing t6i da thay ngoi sao Ciia ngai: ddy la mét niém tin cii mang tinh phé quét 1a
mét ngdi sao méi da xudat hién vao thoi c6 mér dang théng tri sinh ra. Mat-théu ciing
trich dan cau chuyén cua Balaam trong Cuu Udc, nguwoi d néi tién tri rang “mét
ngdi sao sé xudt hién tir Gia-cép” (Dén sé, 24, 17), mdc dau ¢ dé ngdi sao khéng
co nghia la mot hién tuwong thién van ma chi mét ong vua.” (Oxford University,
2006, trang 1254).

Trong cudn The Orthodox Study Bible, cac hoc gia Kinh Thanh da viét vé
“ngoi sao la” nhu sau: “Ngoi sao noi lén y nghia quan trong khac thuong cua viéc
ha sinh Chla Ci:u Thé Hai Nhi. Trong thoi ¢é dai ngdi sao tiwong trung cho mét Vi
than, mét qudn vieong diroc than héa (Dan sé 24:17). Ngbi sao nay la dau hiéu cua
chinh Ddng Messia, ¢é nghia la dnh sdng Nguwoi sé soi chiéu trén thé gian.” (Nha
xb. Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville, Tennessee, 1993, trang 6).

3.-Nhirng nguoi da thay ngoi sao la...

Trong sach Dan Sé caa Cuu Udc, Balaam 1a mot tién tri ngoai gido da noi:
“... mot Vi sao xuat hién tir Gia-cop ” (Dan sb 24: 17) tac 1a ndi trude vé sy sinh ha
ciia Pang Ciu Chudc qua “ngdi sao la”, thi viéc ba nha chiém tinh, dao si hay ba
vua & phuong Pong nho anh sao chi dudng ma co thé tim toi tho lay Hai Nhi Gié-
su qua 1a mét bién c6 mang ¥ nghia trong dai.

Theo tir nguyén, Magi 1a tiéng Hy lap c6 nghia 1a cac nha thong thai, cac dao
sT hay ba vua theo truyén thong cua Hoa Lan, Dtrc va ké ca Viét Nam. Tai cac quéc
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gia Au chau 18 ba vua dugc to chuc rat I6n. Cac nha thdng thai nay 1a nhitng nguoi
c6 thé xuat phat tir Ba Tu, Babylon hay A-rap dén béi lay tré Gié-su la Bang Thién
Sai. Tiéng Hy lap dung trong Mat-théu chi cac nha thong thai duoc dich ra tiéng Anh
la cac nha chiém tinh. D3i theo mot ngdi sao, ho tir phuong Pong tim dén Bethlehem
véi cac I8 vat 1a vang, nhii huong va mot dugc. Tai sao ho dén tir phuong Pong?
Doc trong Cuu U'éc chiing ta thdy Abraham 12 t6 phu dan Do Thai, duoc Thién Chua
goi tir mién Ur tic phia dong dat nudc Do Thai hién nay, rdi di t&i mot mién dat
méi. Khi to phu Abraham ra di khoang thé ky 18 trugc C.N, ba con cua 6ng con lai
& viing Ur rat nhiéu cho nén cac nha chiém tinh c6 thé 1a hau dué caa Abraham trong
nhiéu sic dan & phuong Pong. T6 phu Abraham tir Ur tién Ién phia bac doc theo
séng Euphrates qua Larsa, Erech hoic Nippur téi Babylon 1én Sippar... ri huéng
vé phia tay di toi dat Canaan. Mot vai cau chuyén truyén thong cii da ndi két cac nha
chiém tinh nay vai Zoroaster va truyén thong nay con ton tai khi khoang nim 614
quan doi xam lang Ba Tu chura lai Thanh duong Giang sinh ctia Gido doan Thanh
Justinian ma khong triét pha vi & d6 c6 mat thanh tich la trang phuc Ba Tu ctia mot
trong ba nha chiém tinh dugc cét giit & d6. Nha than hoc Tertullian cua thé ky tha
hai nhac nhé cac nha chiém tinh nhu 1 nhitng vi vua va dén thé ky thir sau thi truyén
théng nay duoc phd bién rong rai. Nha than hoc Origen trong thé ky thtr ba cho rang
Ccac Vi vua d6 13 nhitng nha thong thai, cho dén thé ky tha sau ho dugc gan cho cac
tén 1a Caspar, Melchior, va Balthasar. Trong thoi Trung C, cac nha chiém tinh nay
duoc coi nhu 1a cac vi thanh va céc thanh tich caa ho dugc Frederick Barbarossa dua
vé Gido duong Cologne nam 1162 (Theo Who'’s Who In The Bible cia Joan Comay
va Ronald Brownrigg, 1971, trang 262).

Trong dai tac pham Catena Aurea cia Thanh Thomas Aquinas nham thu tap
lai tit ca cac doan van tir nhitng tac pham cua cac Gido Phu (hon 88 vi trong lich sir
cuia Gido Héi) nhu 1a nhitng chd thich cua ho d6i véi bo Tan Udc, ngudi ta doc thay
Remigius, linh muc tu si cta Auxerre, nam 880, cho biét xuat x& cua cac vi dao si
nhu sau: “ REMIG. It should be known, that opinions vary respecting the Magi.
Some say they were Chaldaeans, who are known to have worshipped a star as God;
thus their fictitious Deity shewed them the way to the true God. Others think that
they were Persians; others again, that they came from the utmost ends of the earth.
Another and more probable opinion is, that they were descendants of Balaam, who
having his prophecy, There shall rise a Star out of Jacob, as soon as they saw the
star, would know that a King was born.” (Catena Aurea, ST. Thomas Aquinas,
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Edited by John Henry Newman, VVolume | Gospel of St. Matthew Parts 1 & 2, USA,
Second Reprinting, 2009, trang 62). Tam dich: “Remig. Can phai biét rang c6 nhiéu
y kién khac biét lién quan dén cac nha dao si. Mot vai ngudi néi rang ho 1a nguoi Xt
Can-dé néi tiéng vi tho mot ngdi sao nhu 14 Chla cua ho, nhd vi Chia hu cdu d6 da
chi cho ho dén vai vi Chua that. Nhitng nguoi khac nghi rang ho 1a nguoi Ba Tu;
cac ké khac mét 1an nira cho rang ho dén tir nhitng mién tan cuing trai dat. Keé khac
véi y kién cho rang ho 12 hau dué cua Balaam, nguoi di noi tién tri rang, Sé moc 18n
mét vi sao Gia-cop, khi ho vira thiy ngdi sao, lién biét ring mot vi Vua di sinh ra.”

Con duong cua to phu Abraham di tir Ur téi Canaan ciing dugc Stephen M.
Miller v& lai qua mot ban dd trong tac pham The Complete Guide To The Bible ban
hon 700,000 4n ban (Barbour Books, An Imprint of Barbour Publishing, Inc, 2007,
trang 17). Cang trong sach nay tac gia Miller du doan con duong cac vi dao si di
phai hon mét nghin dam va phai mat tir mot dén hai nam, nghia la IGc bay gio Chla
Giésu da 1én mot, hai tudi. (Sach da dan, trang 305)

Linh muc Dwight Longenecker trong cudn sach cé tén “Mystery of the Magi,
The Quest To Identify The Three Wise Men” (Bi mdt ciia Ba Vua, N4 lwc tim ra can
cuw6c ba vi dao si) ndi mot cach qua quyét rang: “Cusn sach ‘Bi dn cua cac Pao Si
cua toi da duwoc xudt ban céch day vai nam, va trong dé toi duwa ra hai tuyén bo dang
ngac nhién: Thi nhdt, cac dao si thurc sue hién hiu... Cau chuyén nay khdng phdi 1a
mét chuyén cé tich diroc théu dét ra baéi Gido Hgi so khai. The hai, cac dao si dén
tir virong quoc lang giéng Nabatea - quac gia thiong mai ¢6 14nh thé bao trim céac
quoc gia ngay nay la Jordan, Syria, 4 Rap Saudi, Yemen va viing sing Phi Chau.
Dudi day 1a mét sé gach ddau dong trong ludgn diém cua toi:

Thanh Matthéu néi d@é la “Tiwr phuwong Pong”. Trong Cuu Udc, “nguoi
phwong Péng” gan nhue lubn ludn 1a nhing bg lac khac nhau sinh séng trén ban
ddo A Rdp. “Nhiing nguoi tir phuong Bdc” 14 ngueoi Babylon - Nguoi Ba Tuw — vao
thoi ky Chua Giang Sinh dwroc goi la nguoi Parthia.

Théanh Matthéu dang viét thir cho nhitng nguoi Do Thai ¢ Giudéa. “Phuwong
Péng” doi véi ho 1a kiéu noi tat dé cdp dén A Rap KHONG PHAI Ba Tu.



Chi khi trung tdm cua Gido Hgi di chuyén theo huwéng Bdc va Tay sau khi
Giérusalem thdt ths; vao nam 70 sau Chiia Giang Sinh thi “Phuwong Déng ” méi duwoc
cho la Ba Tw / Babylon / Parthia.

Trong lich si, cac dao sila mét giai cdp bao gom céc phap s, cac chiém tinh
gia, hoc gid va “nha thdng thai ” d@én tir Babylon, nhung vao thoi diém Chia Giang
Sinh, hoa da dwoc lan truyén khdap thé gidi cé dai nén Thanh Matthéu si dung
“Magi” nhu mét thudt nga chung dé chi nhing nha tu van gidi cho mét triéu dinh.
Hau hét cac vi vua trong thé gidi cé dai deu c6 cac chiém tinh gia, thay béi, nguoi
giai mgng va cac phap su.”

Tur khdo cé hoc, chiing ta biét rang ton gido cia nguoi Nabatea 14 ton gi&o
lién quan dén céc vi sao. C&c ngdi dén cua ho thang hang véi cac vi sao va chuyén
déng cua mdt troi va mét cung hoang dao cham khac bang da da dwoc phét hién tai
ngdi dén Nabatea tai Khirtbet et Tannur. Cac Pao Singuoi Nabatea 1a nhitng nguoi
ngam sao.

To6n gido cua nguoi Nabatea la s pha tron giiza Do Théi giao, ton gido cua
céc bg lac A Rdp du muc va tén gido bao gom cd dao Zoroast. Cd ba hé thong ton
gi4o déu cd nhirng tién doan vé mét Dang Mesia sap dén. CAc dao si Nabatea han
da biét nhiing loi tién tri ciia Zoroast cing nhue nhiing loi tién tri trong kinh thanh
Do Thai.”

Nabatea la mét quéoc gia bubn ban - he ldy hang héa tir cac con tau cdp cdang
Yemen va vdn chuyén chiing bang c&c doan lac da bang qua sa mac A Rdp dén cang
Gaza cua Pia Trung Hdi va phi& Tay dén phan con lai ciia Pé quac La MA. Ho ciing
chay céc tuyén duwong thurong mai tir Nam sang Phi Chau va Bdc vao Syria va
Parthia. Thanh ra, ho dai dién cho “moi Quéc gia” nhw da dwoc tién tri trong
chuwong 60 sach Tién tri Isaia.” (Muoi hai ly do tai sao cdc dao st la nguoi A Rap
chir khdng phdi la nguoi Ba Tw, ban dich Viét ngit cia Kim Thay, Vietcatholic).

Linh muc Dwight Longenecker Ion 1én trong mot gia dinh theo giao phai
Evangelical & Pennsylvania. Sau khi tot nghiép nganh Than hoc Can Ban tir truong
Pai Hoc Bob Jones véi hoc vi vé Ngdn Ngit va Anh Vin, ngai theo hoc than hoc &
Pai Hoc Oxford va duoc thu phong linh muc Anh Giéo, phuc vu nhu mot tuyén ay
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treong hoc & Cambridge, va la mot cha xi thugc mot giao xir thon qué ¢ The Isle of
Wight. Nhan thiy Gido hoi Anh Gido va ban than ngai dang di trén nhiing con dudng
khac biét nhau, nén nam 1995, ngai cung gia dinh duoc nhan vao Giao Hoi Cong
Gi4o. Trong sudt 10 nam ngai sdng & Anh Québc véi nghé cam bat vai nhiing sinh
hoat bac &i. Nam 2006, ngai dugc phép dén Hoa Ky va dugc thy phong 1a mot linh
muc thuoc Giao Hoi Céng Giao. Bay gio ngai dang phuc vu trong cuong vi la mét
Linh muc chinh xur tai Nha Tho Man Coi (The Rosary Church) & Greenville, South
Carolina. Thang 11 nam 2017, Linh muc Dwight Longenecker xuat ban cudn sach
“The Mystery of the Magi” giai ma sy bi mat vé& cac nha dao si, va hién nay ngai
dang viét mot cubn sach vé cac Thién Than. Tac pham “The Mystery of the Magi,
The Quest To Identify The Three Wise Men ™, 210 trang, 1a mot cudn séch bién khao
str hoc tn gido co gid tri can doc trong mua I& Giang sinh.

Theo linh myc Dwight Longenecker, Thanh Bede Kha Kinh viét vao nhiing
nam dau thé ky thir tam & Anh, da suy tu vé nguon goc qubc té cua ba vi dao si ciing
c6 thé hiéu la ba con trai cua 6ng Noah, nhu truyén thong ké lai, da sinh sdi nay no
trén khap dia cau va ho chinh 1a nguén géc cua ba giéng nguoi can ban. Vi thanh
nay da tom tit cAu chuyén vé ba nha dao si nhu sau: “Cac vi dao si 1a nhiing nguoi
dd mang qua tang dén cho Chua. Vi thi nhat diroc goi 1a Melchior, mét nguoi gia
ca €0 toc trang va rau dai... dang vang cho Chla nhi mét vi vua. Vi thit hai, tén goi
Gaspard, tré va khong cé rau, nuéc da mau dé dang Chda nhi hwong nhu loi cau
nguyén thanh thiéng. Vi thu ba, vai nuoc da den va rau ram, tén goi Balthasar, ...
dang mét durgc y chi Con Nguoi sé phdi chér. ” (trang 33). O trang tiép vi linh muc
nay con cho biét theo Gioan viét, ngdi sao sang nhu mit troi. Melchior da trai cugc
hanh trinh tir Nubia va Arabia, Balthasar tir Godolia va Saba, con Caspar dén tur
Tharsis va Egrisoulle. Mdi 6ng vua vi mot doan tiy ting hoanh trang da di theo
ng0i sao trong mudi ba ngay.

Y nghia cia ba I& vat vang (gold), nhii huong (frankincense) va mot dugc
(myrrh) duoc cac nha chiém tinh dang 1én Chia Hai Nhi mang nhiéu yéu té cao ca
dac biét: vang, tuong trung cho uy quyén cua vi quan vuong, nhil huong chi su thanh
thiéng thom ngat chdn cung dién va mot dugc twong trung pham lidu udp xac ngudi
quyén quy khi ho mat. Nhung day 1a nhitng 10i t6i giai thich theo mot sb kién thic
doc dugc trong sach vo trude day. Mot 16i giai thich khac c6 chd hay hon va thdm
nhuan mui dao vi hon s& duoc gap thay ¢ sau.
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Trong mot bo sach caa Maria Valtorta nhan dé tiéng Y 1a I/ Poema Dell’
Uomo-Dio, ban tiéng Anh dé 12 The Poem Of The Man-God, va ban tiéng Phap c6
tén L Evangile tel qu’il m’a été révélé, Linh muc Nguyén Phuong (1921-1997) trong
thoi gian ¢ tai nha huu dudng Dong Pong Cong (Missouri) dich b sach dd so nay
ra tiéng Viét c6 tén Nguwroi Than Truyén Thanh, va Nt. Pham Thi Hung, CMR ciing
c6 dich ra tiéng Viét dya trén ban tiéng Phap va di duoc in ¢ Viét Nam nam 2007
Vi cai tén Tin Mamng nhw da mac Khai cho t6i (in nam 2008).

Trudc hét xin luu ¥ quy doc gia rang bo sach Ngwoi Than Truyén Thanh cua
Maria Valtorta ma Linh muc Nguyén Phuong dich 1a Maria Van Tuéc Tir duoc viét
do chinh Chuta Gié-su, Me Maria va mét thién than doc cho Chi ay viét, cho nén
nhitng doan chiing t6i trich dan dudi dy rut ra tir bo sach da duoc mac khai, da dua
Maria Valtorta tré thanh mot nha nhiém khai noi danh khap noi. Sau day 1a mot vai
nét so lugc vé tiéu sir cua Chi.

Maria Valtorta (1897-1973) 1a mot nha mac khai tu c6 tiéng trén thé gii trong
thé ky 20. Chj sinh ngay 14-3-1897 tai Caserta, nuéc Y, chd than phu 1a mot doi
truong ki binh dang phuc vu, va mat ngay 12-10-1961. Hoc luc cua Valtorta binh
thuong, tir 1917 dén moa hé 1920 1am nir y ta trong cac bénh vién. Nam 1929 gia
nhap phong trao Cong gi4o tién hanh. Ngay 01 thang 7 nim 1930, Valtorta dang
minh 1am nan nhan cho phép cong thang Chua va dugc Chia nham 1oi nén chi bi
dau dén trién mién. Tir nam 1934 dén 1961 chi bi liét giuong cho dén khi chét. “Tar
nam 1943 dén 1951, Maria Valtorta da viét tay hon 15,000 trang gidy (120 tdp Vo).
Chj ta viét mét méach (khong chudn bi, khéng phac thao, khdng hé sia chita, va ciing
khéng doc lai xem minh dé viét gi. Tac pham cua chj ta gom nhiing bic tranh mo td
canh vdt (ta nhw Chi ta thdy va nghe dwroc) va nhiing ban van viét theo 16i viét chinh
ta (theo loi doc cia Chia Gié-su, Duc Trinh-niz, va mét vi thién than). Thé van trong
cac cho mo ta va c&c bai chinh ta khac nhau mét cach rd rét. Tai ddy chiing ta chiing
kién duwoc s kién nay, 1a két qud, tirc 1a tac phdm, dwong nhw vieot qua khd ndng
cua nguyén nhan, tizc 1a Maria Van-turoc-ti” (Gabriel M. Roschini, La Vierge Marie
dans ’oeuvre de Maria Valtorta, Linh muc Nguyén Phuong dich Dirc Trinh-Ni
trong di bat cia Maria Van-fuwéc-tiz, ban dich tiéng Viét cua Van-Tudc Thu-Xa4,
1994, trang 6). Pay 13 mot bo sach dd s6 vé lugng ciing nhu vé pham, va trude khi
chua dugc phd bién, cac vi co lién hé dén bo sach nhu Cha Andrea M. Cecchin, Tu-
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vién Truong Dong Phu ta Bic Me, Corrado Berti va Romualdo M. Megliorini, than
hoc gia, trong budi hoi kién riéng ngay 26 thang 2, 1948, da dugc Buc Gido Hoang
Pi6 X1l khuyén khich: “ Hay xudt ban sdch nay ra, dd viét 1am sao in ra lam vay.
Ai doc vao sé hiéu”. Ngay nay bo séch ciia Maria Valtorta dugc dich ra nhiéu thi
tiéng trén thé gioi.

4.- Mic khai vé Chuia Hai Nhi qua ngéi sao la.

Sau day chung t6i s€ sir dung ban in cua N tu Pham Thi Hung vi da in dua
trén ban tiéng Phap dé ndi vé cac sy kién lién quan dén “ngdi sao la”, “ba vi dao si”,
cung cac “1& vat” c6 dé cap o trén.

“T6i thdy gia ting dnh sang ban dém chiéu xuong tir bau troi day sao lap lanh
VA rdt dep ¢ phia déng. Anh sdng rdat manh va rdt \én dén néi né nhw & rdt gan,
giong nhw nhitng béng hoa trén bau troi bang nhung ma ngwoi ta co thé dén ro vao
né. Téi ngwéc mat lén dé tim cai nguon lam gia tang dnh sang nay. Téi thay mt
ngdi sao ldn khdc thirong, gidng nhw mot Vang trang nhd, dang tién di trén bau troi
cua Bétlem. Nhitng ngéi sao khdc nhw mo di @é nhwong 16i cho né, giong nhuw nhirng
ké theo hdu mét ba hoang, vi anh sang cua no tréi vueot, tiea nhue lam chiing bién
mdt. Ter qud cau giong nhw mét vién lam ngoc khong 16, diroc soi sang ¢ trong rugt
bsi mét mat troi, phat ra nhimg luéng sdng, trong dé tréi vieot 1a &nh sang lam ngoc,
hoa tan véi mau vang cia hoang ngoc, mau xanh cia bich ngoc, mau sang cia miéu
ngoc, dnh dé mau cua hong ngoc, va cac lap lanh ém diu cia tir ngoc. Tat cd cdc da
qui Cua trdi dat déu ¢ trong gidgi sang dang di chuyén mau le trén troi, don song
giong nhw né song déng. Nhung mau sdc tréi hon cd 1a mau lam ngoc lat va sang
ciia Thién Pang. Tréng nhw né muwa xudng tir tri cau cia vi sao, n6 chiéu xusng va
phi mdu xanh biéc cho cac nha cita, dwrong phé, dat dai Bétlem, cdi néi cuia Vi Ciru
Tinh.” (Maria Valtorta, Tin Mung nhw da mac khai cho toi, Nt. Pham Thi Hung dich,
Quyén thir nhat, Nha xb. Tén Gido, 2008, trang 246).

Tiép day 1a chan dung va phong thai cua cac nha chiém tinh chuan bi trudc

khi buéc vao kinh bai Chtia Hai Nhi, theo 101 twdng thuat caa Maria Valtorta (viét
theo 161 doc ciia Chla Gié-su) ma trong ban dich nay dich gia viét 1a nha dao si:
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“Trong khi cdc day té tién lai ché danh cho céc dodn du muc va c&c con vdt,
ba Pai Nhan Vit xuong khéi cac con vdt danh riéng ciia ho ma mér nguweoi day té dat
téi mét noi khdc, ho di b Vé phia can nha. O dé, ho quy géi, tran cham ddt va hon
cat bui. P6 la ba nhan vdt quyén thé, theo nhuw y phuc ciia ho chi cho biét. Mgt ngueoi
nuéc da rdt sam, vira xuong khéi con lac da, éng lién bao phui toan than trong meét
chiéc 4o lya trang tuyét voi. Trén tran 6ng ¢ mét vong dai bang kim qui. O that
lung éng la chiéc gidy lung dat tién, ¢ dé ¢é dat mét con dao hay cai kiem ma bao
c6 trang tri cac hat ngoc. Hai nguoi kia ciing xuong khéi con ngua tuyét tran. Mgt
6Ng Mdc Vdi Soc rat dep ma mau vang néi bdt. Y phuc nay dwoc 1am gidng nhur mét
logi &0 dai, c6 mét chiéc ndn va mét spi gidy, hinh nhu tat ca 1a mét manh lién bang
sgi vang, vi né trang tri bang cdc dwong théu chi vang. Nguwoi thir ba mgc mét chiéc
40 lua thung thinh, @é 16 ra chiéc quan réng va dai tam lai ¢ cé chan. Ong khoac
mét chiéc khdan rat mong, gidng nhw mét mdnh vieon day hoa, vi né dwoc trang tri
toan bg bang nhiing mau sdc rdt twoi. Trén dau 6ng cudn khin, dwoc giik bang mgt
sgi gidy xich bang miéu ngoc va kim cuwong.

Sau khi da ton kinh can nha, noi Vi Cuu Tinh cu ngu, ho dung ddy va di toi
nha danh cho doan du muc, noi cac day té da gé cira dé xin me.

(Thi kién dung lai & day, rdi sau ba tiéng dong ho, lai tiép tuc véi canh cac
nha dao si tho lay Chia Giésu).

Day la luc ban ngay. Mat troi ruc ré trén troi vao lic sau trua. Mot nguoi
day té cia cdc Pao ST bang qua cong truong va di 1én chiéc cau thang nhé ciia cdn
nha nhé. Anh ta vao. Anh ta ra. Anh ta tré vé quan tro.

Ba nha Pao St ra, méi ngwoi ¢é nguoi day té riéng theo sau. Ho bdng qua
céng trwong. Sé nguoi it oi qua lgi quay mdt nhin cac nhan vdt oai vé di qua rat tir
tir va trang trong. Tir Liic ngueoi day t6 vao téi hic ba nha Pao St vao, ¢ khodng thoi
gian d¢ mét khdc dong ho. Piéu dé cho phép cdc nguoi trong nha chudn bi dén
khach.

Nhitng nguwroi nay bay gio an van con sang trong hon la dém hom truéc: Lua
la ruc ré, vang ngoc sang chdi. Mot chom Iong dat gia lom dém nhiing vay qui lap
lanh trén dau cua 6ng cO qudn khan. Mét trong nhitng nguoi day té mang mét chiéc
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rirong ¢6 can khdp chung quanh, ma cdc do trang diém bang kim loai déu 1a vang
can. Ngwoi thir hai mang mét chiée ciip dwroc 1am céch rat tinh té, duwoc ddy bang
mét cai nap hoan toan bang vang cham tré. Nguwoi thir ba mang mét thez binh réng
va thdp, ciing bang vang, c6 ndp day hinh kim tw thap ma ¢ trén dinh c6 mét vién
kim cwong. Nhitng vt ndy han 1a ndng, vi cdc ngwoi day té mang céch kho 10ong,
nhdt la nguroi mang chiéc riwong. Ba nguoi 18n cdu thang va vao. Ho vao trong mét
phong ma tir ngodi dwong, nguwoi ta phdi di ra 16i sau nha dé vao. Nguoi ta nhdn
thdy mdnh vieon nhé qua chiéc ciza s6 mé ra phia sau cho mdt troi. Cde nguwoi chi
nha dang dirng dé dé nhin: Mét ngueoi dan 6ng, mét nguoi dan ba, va ba hay bon
dira tré trong khodng giira tudi ciia hai nguoi trén.

Maria ngoi ém con trong long, Giuse ding bén canh. Nhung c6 dimg ddy
ngay va cli minh khi thdy ba nha Pao Si vao. C6 mdc toan trang. CO rdt dep trong
y phuc trang don gidn, bao phui tir ¢6 téi ban chan, tr vai téi cé tay tinh té. Rat dep
Véi dau toc qudn cdc bim vang vong quanh nhw triéu thién, véi khubn mat ma sw
cam déng phi cho mét 16p mau hong ré hon, véi déi mdt mim cwoi diu dang, véi
chiéc miéng mo ra dé néi: “Thién Chiia o N&i cac ngai”. Ba nha Pao St ngdy ra mét
lat, roi ho tién 1én, ho qui phuc dudi chan ¢ va xin ¢d ngoi.

Ho thi khdng, ho khdng ngéi, di Maria moi. Ho vdn qui géi va ngai trén got
chdn. Ba nguoi day té ¢ dang sau va ciing qui goi. Tat ca ho déu ¢ ngay sau cia.
Ho dé ba vdt ma he mang theo ¢ trweéc mdt va ho cho.

Ba nha Pao St nhin ngam chi bé. Toi thay chi ¢ vé dé tir chin thang téi maét
ndam, vi chii rat tinh tdo va phop phéap. Chl ngéi twa vao nguc me. Chl mim cueoi va
noi liu lo véi giong chim nhé. Chii ciing mdc toan trang nhie md, véi déi xdng-dan ti
xiu ¢ chan. Y phuc don gidn: mét o dai nhé, tir d6 li ra cac ban chan hic ldc, doi
ban tay miim mim muon ro VAo tat cd, va nhat 1a khuén mdt nhé rdt dep véi déi mat
Mdu xanh dwong dam trong sang; cai miéng niim dong tién ¢ hai bén khi chii cuoi
nhe ra may chiéc ring nhé. Cac lon toc giong nhw bui vang, vi chiing bong va m;in
nhu to.

Nguwoi Pao S7 16n tusi nhdt ndi nhan danh tat ca. Ong gidi thich cho Maria
rang ho da thdy, vao mét dém ciia thang muoi hai trwedc, mét Vi sao da theap sang
|&n trén troi véi vé ruc ré khdc thurong. CAc bdn dé troi khong hé bao gio ¢6 vi sao
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nay hay bao hiéu né. Tén né khéng dwoc biét téi. N6 khong cé tén. Puwoc sinh ra tir
long Thién Chiia, né da né hoa dé néi cho loai ngieoi mét su thdt ¢é phwréc, mét bi
Mt cia Thién Chiia. Nhung lodi nguwoi khéng heu tdm, vi linh hon ho chim trong
bun. Ho khéng nhin Ién Thién Chua va khéng biét doc nhing loi Ngwoi viét ra -
Nguyén chiic Ngwoi mudn doi — bang nhiing thién thé bang liza trén bau troi.

Ho da thay ngdi sao va dda cé gang dé hiéu tiéng néi cua né.

Tuw nguyén tir bé mét it giagc ngu ma truée day ho da chdp nhdn cho co thé ho.
Ho quén an dé vii dau vao viéc nghién cizu hoang déi, sy giao héi cua cac hanh
tinh; thoi gian, cc mua, cac tinh toan vé thoi gian ¢ xua va cac phdi hop vé thién
van, da noi cho ho tén va sy bi mdt cia ngdi sao. Tén cua né la “Messi”. Bi mdt cua
né la: “Pdng Messi dén trong thé gidi”. Va ho da ra di dé tho lay Nguoi. Nguoi no
khéng hé biét gi vé nhitng ngueoi kia. Bang qua niti, sa mac, thung liing, séng ngoi,
di trong dém, ho dd di vé phia Palestin, vi ngéi sao di vé hwéng ndy. Méi nguoi, tir
ba diém khdc nhau trén trdi dat, déu di vé huéng nay. Rai ho gép nhau & phia bén
kia bién Chét. Y Thién Chiia dd héi tu ho & dé, va ciing nhau, ho tién 1én phia truéc.
Ho hiéu nhau, mdc dU méi ngwoi van néi tiéng cia minh. Ho hiéu va c6 thé noi
nhzzng ngdn ngir Cuia cac nwdc ma ho di gua, boi phép la cua Thién Chda.

cung nhau ho di vé Jérusalem, vi Pang Messi la Vua cia Jérusalem, vua cua
nguoi Do-Thdi. Nhung ngdi sao bién mat ¢ trén troi cua thanh phs nay. Ho cam
thay con tim ho vé ra vi dau dén. Ho tir xét minh xem ¢6 phdi vi ho bdt xing véi
Thién Chiia. Nhung lwong tam ciia ho bédo dam cho ho. Ho lién tim dén vua Hérédé
dé hoi xem Vua Do-Thai sin/ ra trong ldu dai nao d@é ho dén tho lay Ngwoi. Nha vua
lién tu hop cac thi 18nh cuia céc thdy cd, cac ludt si dé héi xem Pdang Messi sinh ra
o ddu, va ho tra loi ong: “Tai Bétlem xir Juda”.

Ho di vé phia Bétlem va ngdi sao lai hién ra truéc mdt ho. Né déd roi Thanh
Thanh, va téi hém qua, né da gia tang vé ruc ré cia nd. Tdt cd bau troi déu duwoc
dot chay. Rai ngdi sao ding lai, thu thdp anh séng cia cac ngdi sao khac vao cac
luong séng cua né va chiéu xudng trén can nha nay. Ho lién hiéu 1a tré Thién Chia
sinh ra ¢ ddy. Bdy gio ho tho lay Nguwoi, dang cho Nguoi cac tang pham hén mon
cua ho, va hon tat cd, ho dang cho Nguwoi qua tim cua ho, sé khong bao gio nging
chuc tung Thién Chita vi on Nguwoi di ban cho ho, va ho yéu mén Con ciia Nguoi ma
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ho dwoc nhin thay trong mét nhan tinh thanh thién. Réi ho tré vé cho Hérédé biét,
vi 6ng ciing muon tho lay Nguoi.

“Ddy cung mot trat: Vang la the thich hop véi mét vi Vua, day la Nhii hwong,
thich hop voi Thién Chia; va day, 6i Me, day la méc dwoc, Vi con Me sinh ra la
Thién Chiia nhung ciing la ngwoi, trong than xac ciia Nguoi va trong cuge séng 1am
ngueoi, Nguoi sé biét cdi cay dang cia dinh ludt khdng thé tranh dwoc cia s chét.
Tinh y&u cia ching con khdng muén néi nhiing 167 nay, va nghi rang thin xdéc Nguwoi
& muén doi giong nhie Than Tri Newoi. Nheng 6i Ba! Néu sy nghién cizu cia ching
con, nhdt 1a néu tdm hén ching con khdng lam, thi con Ba 12 Vi Citu Tinh, la Pdng
Ki-td cia Thién Chua, va Vi thé, dé ciru thé gidi, Ngwoi phdi mang trén minh Nguoi
moi khén nagn cia thé gian, ma mét trong cac hinh phat 1a si chét. Chdt nhyra nay
dé cho gio dé, dé xac thit thanh ciia Newoi khong phdi biét téi sw hu thoi, va bao tri
n6 nguyén ven téi gio song lai. Ché gi do nhiing ciia ndy, Nguwoi nhé dén chiing con
VA CirU CAC tOi t& Ciia Nguwoi, bang cach ban Nwdc ciia Ngwoi cho chdng con. Luc
nay, dé dwoc thanh hda, xin Me 1a Me Nguroi, ban con nhé ciia Me cho tinh yéu cia
chiing con, dé nho: diege hén chan Ngwoi, phic 1anh cia Troi xudng trén chiing con”.
(Maria Valtorta, Tin Mang nhw da mac khdi cho toi, (ban dich da dan, trang 245-
248).

Bethlehem la mét ngdi lang khoang 5 dam (8km) phia nam Giérusalem, goi
“Bethlehem trong x&r Judea™, sinh quan cua Chla Giésu dé phan biét véi thi tran
Bethlehem khoang 7 dam (11.3km) thudc tay bic Nazareth.

5.- M@t vai chu thich nhw nhiing loi két...

Pé chu thich cac chit “vi sao ciia Nguwoi” mad Thanh Mat-Théu viét trong Tin
Mumng trich dan ¢ dau bai viét nay, Giam Muc Frederick Justus Knecht, D.D. trong
tac pham A Practical Commentary on Holy Scripture, an ban dau tién bang tiéng
Puc ra mat nam 1883, duoc tai ban ¢ Birc muoi séu 1an, an ban tiéng Anh nam 1894,
da viét nhu sau: “His star. This star which the Magi, before they left their home, had
seen rising in the direction of Judaea, and therefore in the west, was no ordinary
star, for it “went before them” from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, and there stopped over
the house where the Child Jesus dwelt. It was, we may suppose, a sort of meteor, an
appearance of light in the form of a star, of an extraordinary and brilliant
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description. The holy bishop of Antioch, Ignatius, a disciple of the Apostle St. John,
thus writes about it in his epistle to the Ephesians: “A star appeared in the heavens
which eclipsed all the other stars; its light was indescribable, and its novelty caused
astonishment.” The holy kings who, full of faith, were waiting for the promised
Saviour, by divine inspiration recognized this star to be the sign which was to herald
the Birth of the Messias; therefore they called it His star.” (TAN Books, Charlotte,
North Carolina, 2003, trang 465).

Tam dich: “Ng0i sao cria Ngai. Ng6i sao nay, ma cac nha dao si, trudc khi ho
roi nha caa ho, ¢ moc 18n chi hudng Judaea va bai vay & vé hudéng tay, khdng phai
la mot ngbi sao binh thuong, vi nd “di trudc ho” tir Jerusalem dén Bethlehem va da
dung lai trén ngdi nha c6 Tré Giésu tri ngu. Ching ta c6 thé doan rang d6 1a mot
loai thién thé, mot vang sang xuét hién dudi hinh thitc mét vi sao la thudng va sang
lang khi miéu ta. Thanh giam muc cua Antioch, Ignatius, hoc tro ctia Thanh Téng
Do Gioan, da viét vé nd trong mot thu giri cho céc tin hitu E-phé-s6 nhu sau: “Mot
ngdi sao xuat hién trén bau troi che khuat cac vi sao khac; anh sang caa n6 khong
thé dién ta duoc va cau chuyén cia n6 gay ra su ngac nhién.” Cac vi vua thanh thién,
tran day dac tin, da trong cho vi Ciu Thé duoc hira hen va nhd ngudn cam hing
thanh thiéng da cong nhan ngdi sao nay 1a diu chi bao truéc cudc Sinh ha cua Dang
Messia; vi thé ho goi n6 1a ngdi sao cua Ngai.”

Pi ¢6 nhiéu nd luc trong viéc giai thich nguén anh sang tich tu lai qua sy
chiéu sang khac thuong ciia ngdi sao la, ciing duoc cac nha nghién ctu Thanh Kinh
goi 1a “Ngbi sao Bé Lem” (Star of Bethlehem). Trong cubn sach Archaeological
Study Bible, An Illustrated Walk Through Biblical History And Culture, nha xuét
ban Zondervan, do nhom Walter C. Kaiser va Colman M. Mockler chu bién, 2005,
trang 1560 cd ghi “d6 khéng phai [a mot ngbi sao binh thuong, mot hanh tinh hay
mot ngdi sao choi, mac di mot vai nha chi giai da néi nd 1a mét sy phdi hop cua
Jupiter va Saturn hoac véi moét vai hién tuong thién van khac.”

Trong cudn sach cua Stephen M. Miller da dugc trich dan & trén, tac gia nay
cho biét khoang méot nghin nam lai c¢é hién tugng Jupiter va Saturn cing véi tréai dat
nam trén mot duong thang ba lan trong chi mot nam. Vao nam 7 BC, mot vai nha
chiém tinh d uéc doan chliing nam trén mot truc thang trong giai sao Pisces. Theo
hé thdng tur vi c6 Trung Bong, Jupiter tuong trung cho cac vi vua, Saturn tuong trung
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nguoi Do Thai va Pisces (“con ca”) 1a qué huong Do Thai. Chinh sy hoi ngo cua ba
ludng sang hiém hoi nay c6 thé da dan duong cho cac nha chiém tinh dén Israel tim
chiém béi vi vua mai sinh. (trang 304) Ciing trong cudn sach nay, Miller da ghi lai
I6 trinh cta ba nha chiém tinh khéi su tir Susa di qua Babylon doc theo sbng
Euphrates theo vé hudng tay, doi dién véi Caesarea Philippi vong xuéng Capernaum
t&i ndi Tabor di doc xubng hitu ngan sdng Jordan.

Trong bai hat “Ng6i sao la” cua Linh myc Sang Binh Nguyén Van Thich ma
ching tdi d& néu 1én ¢ phan dau cua bai viét nay, co hai chit méc dwec duoc vi hoc
gia nay dung dé chi mot trong nhitng bau vat ba vi dao si dang 1én cho Chua Hai
DPong ngoai hai moén vang va nhii hwong. Chang tdi mudn ding lai day va thi hoi
nén dung hai chit mdc dwgc A Z hay mot dwoc & Z ? Chlng toi da tra cac tu
dién Han Viét cua Bao Duy Anh, Thiéu Chau, Nguyén Van Khon, Gustave Hue ma
khéng thay hai chir nay, chi c6 chit duoc thao ma sach cua Pao Duy Anh c6 chua
thém tiéng Phap 1a plantes pharmaceutiques, con sach cua Gustave Hue ghi thém 12
plantes médicinales. (id. végétaux). Khong bang 1ong véi nhitng gi c6 trong tay,
chdng toi tim thém trong cudn Phap-Viét Ti-Pién cua cu Pao day com co téi 1960
trang kho 16n va thay ghi: “Myrrhe n.f. (Thuc) Nhua cay mat nhi lap 2 52 #7 thuong
goi 1a mot-duoc . 1% #” (Pao Duy Anh, Phap-Viét Tu-Dién (Cha thém chir Han)
Dictionnaire Francais — Vietnamien, In lan tha hai, Deuxiéme Edition, Minh-Tan,
Paris, 1951, trang 1120).

Ciing trong tac pham A Practical Commentary on Holy Scripture nay cé ghi
chid chit mgr duwoc nhu sau: “Myrrh. This is a bitter though sweet-smelling resin
which is laid on the bodies of the dead to preserve them from corruption.” (trang
466) Tam dich: “Mot duoc.- Bay 1a mét thir nhua cdy dang ma ¢ mui ngot dung dé
dat trén xac chét dé gitr khoi hu thoi.” Chir mét theo Han van c6 nghia la chét. Nhu
VAy mét duoc 12 loai thudc 1am tir nhua cdy dé uép xac nguoi chét, dang nhu trong
nhiéu tu liéu trudc day va nhat Ia trong tu liéu cua Maria Valtorta doc thay & trén.

Trong Traduction Oecuménique De La Bible, ban dich Kinh Thanh dai két do
Tin Lanh, Chinh Thong Gido va Cong Gido dich chung thuong goi 1a ban TOB viét:
“Entrant dans la maison, ils virent l’enfant avec Marie, sa mere, et, se prosternant,
ils lui rendirent homage; ouvrant leurs coffrets, ils lui offrirent en present de [ or,
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de I’encenset de la myrrhe.” Tam dich: “Vao trong nha, ho thay hai nhi véi Marie,
me Ngai, va ho quy gdi thd lay, ho dang 1én ting pham gém c6 vang, nhii huong va
mot duge.” O dudi ta doc thay ghi chi: “Parfums traditionnels de 1’ Arabie .- or et

encens Es60.6 nghia 1a “Cac huong liéu truyén thong cua xi A Rap” (Ban in cua
Société biblique francaise & Editions du Cerf, Paris, 2004, trang 1397).

Tham khao sach Chronological Study Bible, Explore God’s Word In
Historical Order, chiing t6i thdy ghi: “The gifts given to Jesus by the foreign rulers
were luxury items (Matt. 2: 11), like the symbolic gifts exchanged by rulers today,
and like the wealth brought by Gentiles to Israel’s king (Ps. 72:10; Is. 60:6).
Frankincense and myrrhe are resins or gums taken from plants that grow in Arabia
or the Horn of Africa. They were used for incense and perfume.” Tam dich: “Céac
ting pham do c4c vi vua ngoai qudc dang Ién Chuda Giésu 1a nhitng loai quy bau,
cling gidng nhu cac tang vat mang tinh tuong trung trao doi giira cac vua chiia ngay
nay tuong tu cac do quy gia nguoi nudc ngoai mang dén cho vua Israel (Ps. 72:10;
Is. 60:6). Nhii huong va mét dugc 1a loai nhua hay chat keo lay tir cac thao moc
trong & A rap hoac ving Strng Phi chau. Chiing dugc dung dé x6ng huwong hoac udp
thom.” (Ban in nam 2008 do Thomas Nelson, Inc., trang 1087).

Poan cudi chuong 56 cta bo séch cua Maria Valtorta miéu ta sy gid tir caa ba
nha dao si va Thanh gia nhu sau: “Bay gio chi ciing nhw day t6, tat cd déu ¢ trén
yén. Ho ra Iénh khdi hanh. Ba nguwroi cli xuéng téi sat cé con vdt cia ho dé chao lan
chot. Giuse ciing ciii minh, Maria ciing vdy. Va Me lai cdm tay Giésu dé vé mét cir
diéu tr biét va chuc lanh.”

James Jacques Joseph Tissot (khoang nim 1894) da dé lai mot tac pham hoi
hoa bat hu c6 tén “The Journey of the Magi” (Cudc hanh trinh ctaa cac nha chiém
tinh) hién trung bay tai Minneapolis Institute of Arts c6 I ciing da tao nén nguon
cam hting nghé thuat lai 1ang cho nhiéu nguoi trén thé gisi tir d6 cho dén ngay nay.

Nguyén Puic Cung
Philadelphia 19-12-2020
Houston 23-12-2021
Philadelphia 12-12-2022
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