IS THE CATHOLIC TEACHING ON PURGATORY SCRIPTURAL?

GIAO HUAN CONG GIAO VE LUYEN TOI CO NEN TANG KINH THANH KHONG?
(Xin xem phan tiéng Viét & bén dudi. Pa ta)

Suggestion for contemplation: There are four Catholic Scriptural Principles:

1. The first Catholic Scriptural Principle: There is a need for purification for sin even after one
has received forgiveness, and sometimes, justice, that involves punishment and mercy (grace)
simultaneously occurs.

2 Samuel 12:13-18, “David said to Nathan, ‘| have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to
David, ‘The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless, because by this
deed you have utterly scorned the Lord, the child that is born to you shall die.” And the Lord
struck the child that Uriah’s wife bore to David, and it became sick...On the seventh day the
child died.”

2 Maccabee (6:12-13, 16): “Now | urge those who read this book not to be disheartened by these
misfortunes, but to consider that these punishments were meant not for the ruin but for the
correction of our nation. It is, in fact, a sign of great kindness to punish the impious promptly
instead of letting them go for long... Therefore he never withdraws his mercy from us. Although
he disciplines us with misfortunes, he does not abandon his own people.”



Saint Pope John Paul Il in his apostolic letter Salvifici Doloris (Saving Passion) cites these
verses and tells us that God’s mercy “corrects in order to lead to conversion.”(16)

J. Budziszewski, a professor of philosophy at the University of Texas, Austin, points out that
justice involves both punishment and mercy, and they can be both virtues. However, | (yours
truly) think our contemporary culture has “an excessively soft-hearted interpretation of mercy
which leaves no room for justice”(15). In 1995 encyclical letter The Gospel of Life - Evangelium
Vitae -, Saint Pope John Paul Il mentioned a type of the “culture of death.”

2. The second Catholic Scriptural Principle: Nothing unclean, nothing with the stain of sin, will
enter Heaven.

Revelation 21:27: “But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who practices an
abomination or a lie, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”

Matthew 5:48, “You, therefore, must be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

3. The third Catholic Scriptural Principle: There is a way, a process, through which the spirits of
the “just” are “made perfect.”

Hebrew 12:22-23, “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the Living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem...and to a judge who is God of all, and to the spirits of just men made
perfect...”

1 Corinth 3:13-15, “...each man’s work will become manifest; for the Day (judgment day) will
disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one
has done. If the work which any man has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a
reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but
only through fire.”

Where is this place that a man, after he dies, suffers a loss, as through fire, but is still saved.
Hell? No, once you’re in Hell, you don’t get out. Heaven? No, you don’t suffer loss in Heaven.
He must be in another, a third place that the Catholics call Purgatory.

Matthew 12:32, “And whoever says a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.”

Malachi 3:2-3, “But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He
appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire, and like launderer’s soap. And He will sit as a
smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and
silver, so that they may present to the LORD.”

Zechariah 13: 8-9, “And it will come about in all the land,” declares the LORD, “That

two parts in it will be cut off and perish; But the third will be left in it. “And | will bring the
third part through the fire, refine them as silver is refined, And test them as gold is tested.
They will call on My name, and | will answer them; | will say, ‘They are My people,” and they
will say, ‘The LORD is my God.”



4. The fourth Catholic Scriptural Principle: There is a place, or state of being, other than Heaven
or Hell.

Implies forgiveness in the age to come. Where can we go to be forgiven in the age to come?
Heaven? We don’t need forgiveness. Hell? There is no forgiveness.

So, again, according to all Scriptural Verses and Catholic Scriptural Principles mentioned
above, that third place must be PURGATORY.

Now, let's summarize these four scriptural principles: (1) There is a consequence of sin even
after one has received forgiveness. (2) We have to be perfect as the Father is perfect because
nothing unclean will enter Heaven. (3) There is some way, or process, by which the spirits of the
just are made perfect. (4) There is a place besides Heaven or Hell where one can be purified
through fire to reach perfection. They are all added up to one inevitable conclusion: The
Catholic teaching on Purgatory is indeed Scriptural.

(An excerpt from John Martignoni)

GIAO HUAN CONG GIAO VE LUYEN TOI CO NEN TANG KINH THANH KHONG?

Can lwu y bdn Nguyén Tac Kinh Thanh trong gido ly Cong Gigo:

1. Nguyén tac thir nhat: Van can mét sy thanh tay cho i 16i, cho di con nguoi da duoc tha
toi, va doi khi cong ly, bao gom hinh phat va long thwong x6t hay an siing, xay ra cung mét lac.

Theo sach Sa-mu-el Il (12:13-18): “Bay gi¢» Pa-vit néi véi Na-than: ‘T6i da pham tdi chdng lai
Chua.’ Va Na-than néi véi Da-vit: ‘Chua cling da bd qua tdi clia vua; vua sé& khong phai chét.
Tuy nhién, vi hanh déng nay, vua da hoan toan khinh thwd'ng Chaa, nén con tré dwgc vua sinh
ra s& phai chét.’ Va Chua da khién dra con ma vo Uriya da sinh ra cho Da-vit, nga binh.... Dén
ngay thir bay thi dra tré chét.”

Mac-ca-bé 1l (6:12-13; 16): “Vay tdi khuyén khich nhirng ai doc dwoc sach nay, dng nén long
trwéc nhirng bat hanh, nhwng hay lwu tdm réng, cac hinh phat 4y khéng phai dé gay tai hoa,
nhwng chi dé stra phat dan tdc cla chang téi. Vi thue ra, d6 1a mét an hué 16n lao khi nhirng ké
bdi tin phai bj stra phat ngay tirc khéc, con hon la dé& ching nhén nho [au dai... Cho nén Bl
Gia-vé chang bao gid rut lai Iong thwong x6t clia Ngai déi véi ching toi. Mac du Ngai lay bat
hanh ma stra phat, Ngai khéng bé dan ctda Ngai.”



Trong Téng Thu Salvifici Doloris (Sw Dau Khé Ctu Réi) ctia Thanh Giao Hoang Gioan Phaol6
1, ngai ciing trich cac cau Kinh Thanh nay, va rang: “Long thwong x6t ctia Chia stra phat dé
gilp chang ta cai doi.”

J. Budziszewski, mot giang sw triét hoc ctia Pai Hoc Texas (UT) & Austin, My, da chi ra rang
céng Iy bao gébm ca hinh phat va long thwong xdt, va ca hai déu c6 thé |a dao dirc (virtue). Tuy
nhién, ké soan bai nay, nght rang, trong nén van hoéa (Tay phwong) ngay nay, nguoi ta da dién
gidi dén do cuc doan vé Iong thwong xét ma chang con ché nao cho cong ly. Ho da nhan danh
long thuwong x6t dé than nhién dung tlng cac téi pham, t& hon niva 1a da bién sai thanh dung.
Trong khi Thanh Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold I, & Théong Diép “Evangelium Vitae” (Tin Mirng cla
sy sdng) clGa ngai, da nhac dén mot “nén van hoa cua sw chét.”

2. Nguyén tac tht hai: Khong co s 6 ué nao, khéng cé diéu gi con vuéng vét nho sira su toi,
ma dwoc vao nwdc Thién DBang.

Sach Khai Huyeén (21:27) “Khong co6 gi 6 ué, hay bat clr ngui ndo lam diéu quai g&, gian ta, sé
dwoc vao Thién Bang, nhwng chi c6 nhirng ai ma tén cda ho da dwoc ghi trong SO S S6ng
cua Chién Con...”

Phuc An] theo thanh Mat-théu (5:48): “Nén, cac con phai nén tron hao, nhw Cha cac con & trén
troi la Bang Tron Hao.”

3. Nguyén tic thir ba: C6 mét cach, mét tién trinh, qua d6, than khi (spirit - c6 thé hiéu Ia linh
hon) ctia nhirng ngwoi cong chinh dwgc tré nén tron hao.

Thuw glvi cac tin hteu Do Thai (12: 22-23): “Nhuwng anh em da tién dén ndi Sion va thanh pho clia
Thién Chua hang song; Giérusalem thién quoc... va Thién Chua, Bang phan xét moi nguoi;
than khi (linh hén) cta nhirng ngudi cong chinh da dwoc tré nén tron hao.”

Thw th& nhat cta thanh Phaold givi tin hivu thanh Corintd (3:13-15): “Cong viéc ctia méi ngudi
sé dwoc biéu 16: vi Ngay (phan xet) sé 16 ra tat ca, nd sé dwoc mac khai trong Itra; va Itra sé
th&r nghiém loai cong viéc cua moi ngudi da dwoc hoan tat nhw thé nao. Neu cong viéc cua bét
ct ai bi Itra thiéu hly, ngwdi d6 sé bj thiét hai, tuy ngudi &y sé dwoc clru réi, nhwng van nhw
phai trai qua Itra. Con cbng viéc cta ai van ton tai, ngudi y sé dwoc trong thuéng.”

Cé noi ndo ma moét ngudi, sau khi chét, phai chju thiét hai, nhw qua Ira, nhwng van dwoc ciru
réi, Héa Nguc chang? Khéng, vi khi da vao d6 thi chang bao gi¢’ dwoc ra. Thién Dang w?
Khéng, khong ai phai chiu thiét hai trén Thién Dang. Vay noi do, chi c6 thé 1a mét noi thi ba,
ma Gido H6i Céng Gido goi la LUYEN TOI.

Phuc Am theo thanh Mat-théu (12:32): “Va ké nao noi 161 xtic pham dén'Con Nguwoi, ké dé sé
van c6 thé dwoc tha; nhwng ké nao r)(’)i xuc pham dén Thanh Than, ké ay sé khéng dwoc tha,
vao th&i nay cling nhw vao thoi sé déen.”

Ma-la-ki (3: 2-3): “Nhwng ai chiu dwng ndi ngay Nguwdi dén? Ai dirng virng dwoc khi Ngudi hién
ra? Vi Nguoi nhw Itra cla tho luyén kim, nhw bot tay clia ngwdi tho giat. Nguoi sé ngw ma
luyén kim, ma loc bac. Nguwoi sé thanh luyén con cai Lévi va dai loc chang nhw vang nhw bac.
Va ching sé la nhirng ké tién dang |& vat cho Gia-vé dung theo 1& nghia.”



Giacaria (13: 8-9): "Sé& xay ra la trén toan x&, hai phan ba sé bj chat bd va tiéu diét, va mét phan
ba sé& dwoc chira lai. Ta s& dem mot phan ba 4y vao Itra, Ta sé& luyén ching nhw nguoi ta luyén
bac, Ta sé& thtr ching nhw ngudi ta thir vang. Phan chung, ching sé kéu khan Danh Ta, va Ta,
Ta sé nham I&i cla ching. Ta da néi: "Chung la dan ctia Ta!" Con chung, ching sé noi: "Gia-vé
l& Thién Chuda cua chung t6i!"

4. Nguyén tac thir bén: C6 mét noi, hay mét tinh trang hién hiru, khac véi Thién Dang hay Hoéa
Nguc.

Viéc tha thir trong thoi sé dén. Chung ta phai dén dau dé dwoc tha thir trong thdi sé dén?
Thién Bang? O day, ching ta khdong con can phai dwoc tha thi nira. Héa Nguc? Noi dé khong
bao gi® con cé s tha thir. Vay, phai cé mét noi khac, va noi do, ngudi Cong Giao goi la
LUYEN TOL.

Tém t&t bén nguyén tac ndi trén: (1) Hau qua clia sy toi van ton tai, ngay ca khi mot nguoi da
duwoc tha thwy, va doi khi hinh phat cung &n sung di d6i voi nhau. (2) Chang ta phai tré nén tron
h&o nhw Thién Chua Cha la BDang Tron Hao, vi khdng cé sw 6 ué nao sé vao duwgc nwéc Thién
DPang. (3) Cé mét cach nao do, mét tién trinh nao do, khién than khi (linh hdn) cta nhirng ngu i
cbng chinh dwgc tré nén tron hao. (4) C6 mét noi, ngoai Thién BDang hay Héa Nguc, ma nguwoi
ta c6 thé thanh tdy, nhw thé qua Itra, dé& dat dwoc sy tron hdo, d6 la LUYEN TOI.

Nhikng cau Kinh Thanh ké trén da giup chung ta huéng vé mét két luan hién nhién: Giao huén
clia Giao Hoi Cong Giao vé sw hién hiru cia Luyén T6i da co san trong Kinh Thanh.

LM. Phaolé Nguyén Van Tung

(Tém tat tiv bai ctia John Martignoni)



