TU CUON THANH KINH TRONG TU
PEN BAI HAT “I SURVIVED” CUA MOT NU
NHAC SI MY...

Bai viét cta NGUYEN DPUC CUNG

VAI DONG KHAI TU

Trong cudn sach c6 tén “Si Trung Ludgn Bat” do nha xb. Nhat Lé in va phat
hanh nam 2021, t6i c6 viét rang: “Mét diéu can nhé rd & day 1a tai Viét Nam, céc
gi4o si 1a nhitng nguoi da co nhifng nhdn thic sém nhdt vé hiém hea Céng San.
Piéu nay khong la gi vi Gido Héi da lién tiép 1én &n cha thuyét nay tir Puic Pid IV
(1846-1878), L&d X111 (1878-1903), va nhdt 1a Gido Hoang Pi6 X1 (1922-1939), rdi
Pirc Pi6 XI1 (1876-1958). Khi nhitng nguwroi CS da xac tin rang “Chlng ta chi c6 thé
thuee hién diroc mét cach day dii chi nghia Céng San khoa hoc néu chién thang duroc
triér dé moi thiz ton gido. ” (Pham Ngo Hién, Nguyén Hoa Buong, Tay dirong Gia-
t6 bi luc, (Ha Noi, Nha xb. Khoa hoc X4 hoi, 1981, 5. Trong muc “Vai 16i n6i dau”
cia NXB Khoa Hoc X& Hoi), thi trong théng diép Pdng Ciu Thé (Divini
Redemptoris), Buc Giao Hoang Pi6 XI da nhan dinh: “Chu nghia Cgng san la mgt
hé thong day day sw sai lam va do twong, déi nghich véi ca Iy tri va Mdc khai” (s6
35); ngai két ludn: “Chii nghia Cgng sdn tu than 1a xdu xa va bdt ci ai con muon
cizu van nén van minh Ki-t6 gido déu khong thé hé tro chi nghia dé duwdi bat ci hinh
thitc ndo ” (sé 109) [trang 239-240].

Péi vai chi nghia Cong San, ton gido 1a mot diéu cam ky, nhét 12 ¢ trong nha
td khi c6 ai da phai dan than vao do. Tu nhan khéng dugc quyén hanh dao, giit kinh
sach, chudi hat, hay bat cir anh tuong nao co lién hé dén ton gido, tin ngudng vi do
la nhiing céi vi pham dén noi quy ky luat nha td. Pang Cong san Viét Nam thira
huong duoc kinh nghiém cua cac nuéc cong san qubc té nhu Lién X8, Trung Quéc



nén trong 1anh vuc ddi pho véi céc ton gido, kinh nghiém quan Iy cac ti nhan, ho c6
rat nhiéu diéu hoc hoi dugc tir Iy thuyét, séch vo cua céc nude cong san dan anh.

M6t ngudi di hai 1an &t ché d6 CSVN thai gian tong cong hon 17 nam, éng
Kiéu Duy Vinh, nguyén tiéu doan truang nhay di nam 1954, vi hoan canh gia dinh
phai ¢ lai mién BAc, td nhan tai Trai Cong Troi (Ha Giang), tro lai dao Cong Gido
nam 1991, da néi rang: “Néu 16i deo twong Thanh Gia va biét cau kinh thi téi da
phdi chét tir 1au.” Sau khi chinh quyén CS chiém dugc mot nira dat nudc, cha 6ng
Kiéu Duy Vinh bi dau té chét vi toi dia chu, 6ng Vinh bi bét va giam giir tai nhiéu
noi, cudi cing 1a 18n Trai Cong Troi, HA Giang. Tai day dng sdng chung véi rat
nhiéu nhan vt tu si Cong Giéo trong sé d6 c6 cha Chinh nha the Chinh toa Ha Nbi
Nguyén Van Vinh, tu si B3 Ba Lung, cling rat déng céc vi chirc sic Cong Gido khac.
O day 6ng Kiéu Duy Vinh da néi rang 6ng da gap “cac thanh tir vi dao” va nam
1991, sau khi duoc tha vé, 6ng da tro lai dao Cong Gido. Nhitng diéu tai hoa nguc
tran gian da duoc tac gia Kiéu Duy Vinh phan anh trong hoi ky “Coéng Troi Can Ty”
ma nhiing ai da doc qua khdng thé nao quén.

Trong tap sach Nam Chiéc Banh va Hai Con C4, Buic C6 Hong Y NGUYEN
VAN THUAN d3 ké lai rang:

“Trén nui Vinh Pha, trong trgi tu Vinh Quang, mgt hém troi mua lon, toi cua
gé trong nha. T6i xin anh chién si gac toi:

-T6i xin anh mgr dac an.

-Anh muén gi? Toi ¢é gang gilp anh.

-T6i muén cwa mgt miéng gé theo hinh Thanh gia.

-Anh khéng biét ¢ trai giam nghiém cam moi hinh thizc ton gido sao?

-Toi biét, nhung ching ta 12 ban, va toi hiza sé ddu rat kin.

-V6 cling nguy hiém cho cd hai anh em minh.

-Anh nham mat di cho t6i l1am, t6i sé can trong hét sirc.

Anh ta quay ling, bé t6i lai mgt minh. Tdi da thuec hién ngay y dinh, réi gidu
thanh gia gé dy trong mét cuc xa phong cho dén ngay toi duroc ty do. T6i thué thy
boc N6 lgi bang “métan”. Miéng gé dy c6 bao gio nghi rang minh sé tré nén thanh
gi4 cua Giam muc. G4 thanh gia dy ldy tir nGi Vinh Pha, nei c6 d@én Hung tho cac
vua Hung, té tién ching ta da c6 cong dung mieéc. Bi dau tdi cing mang thanh gia
dy, mang trén minh Chia Giésu va qué hwong Viét Nam.” (Gia dinh Cyuu Chung
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Sinh Hué 2013, Toi Té Chla, Pirc Hong Y Phanxicd Xavié NGUYEN VAN THUAN
1928-2002, Anré LE THIEN SI, tai ban cd chinh ly va b sung, trang 28).

Mau d6i thoai ngan gitta nguoi can bd quan gido voi Bac Hong Y Nguyén
Van Thuan néi 1én tinh cach nghiém ngat cua ndi quy nha tu CS. That ra tdi khéng
¢ y dinh viét hoi ky nhung vi céc chu dé néu ra ¢ trén chot hién vé trong ky @c caa
t6i trong nhitng thang vira qua, vén ¢ nhiéu lién hé vai nhau nén cd mot cai gi do
thic day toi phai viét.

1.- TU CUON THANH KINH NHO TRONG TU...

Ngay 04 thang 10 nim 1975 1a mét ngdy dang ghi nhé nhat trong cudc doi
cua tdi: chiéu do, khoang 4 gid, toan thé tu chinh tri trai Long Thanh dugc kéu ra tap
trung trong hoi trudng. Mot s6 khoang 400 nguoi dugc goi tén vé phong lay hanh
trang chuyén trai, s6 con lai cho phép giai tan. BS Nguyén Tuan Anh, cuu dan biéu
tinh Gia Binh, ciing Nhém Quéc Gia Ha Vién vai tdi, 1a ngudi ludn séat canh vai toi
ké tir ngay trinh dién di tu tai Truong Nit Trung Hoc Trung Vuong SG. Ong ciing
c6 tén goi Vi tdi. Thodng vé mat mat binh tinh, ng néi véi tdi: “Anh em minh ran
bam st nhau, di dau cing di, song chét ¢6 nhau.” Toi tran an anh: “Anh yén chi, c6
t6i di véi anh, khong s gi cd.” Trong may nam sinh hoat chung véi nhau tai Ha
Vién VNCH, tdi ludn ton trong anh Cuu Dan biéu Nguyén Tuan Anh, coi anh nhu
anh rudt cua toi vay. Ca hai chdng toi xach hanh trang ra hoi trueong, bam sat nhau,
khong bi cong chung va lén ciing mot xe tai, thir xe khach duoc trung dung dé cho
td. Xe ra khoi Long Thanh, queo tay phai nham hudng ra Long Khanh thi doén
chung troi da tbi, chay vao don dién cao su, vong thém nhiéu vong c6 1§ dé danh lac
roi thang ra xa 10, lai queo tay phai... Lac bay gi¢ ching da qua nira dém, tdi cam
thay mét moi nhung ciing ¢ ging theo dai 16 trinh chuyén xe. Sau d6 ti nhan ra xe
dang tién vé hudng Sai Gon roi qua Tha Bac. Xe di vao mot con 16 ma toi khdng
quen biét roi dung lai trudc mot cong sat 16n. Tat ca moi ngudi dugc [énh xudng xe.

Nhitng cudn hoi ky viét vé cac trai giam ciia CS da xuat ban co rat nhiéu nhung
di nhién hau hét gap duoc & cac nha sach tai Hoa Ky hay Au chau.



Trong sé nhitng tac pham thudc thé loai hdi ky viét vé ché @6 lao ti caa chinh
quyén Cong San Viét Nam sau ngay 30/4/1975 thi cudn Prisonnier Politique Au
Viét-Nam, tac gia P. V. TRAN tirc B4c St TRAN VY, nguyén Bo Truong Bo Y Té
Viét Nam Cong Hoa tir nam 1956-1961, dudi thoi C6 Tong Thong Ngd Binh Diém
la mot cudn sach viét bang tiéng Phap c6 gia tri nhiéu mat vé phuong dién tu tudng,
vin phong, 16t ta duoc chiéu sau caa nhitng cudc séng ciia ngudi qudc gia trong chdn
lao tU, nhitng 4n c vin nan deo ding tac gia. Cudn sach dwgc nha xuit ban
L’Harmattan ndi tiéng ¢ Paris 4n hanh. B&c si Tran V¥ 1a mot nhan vat tiéng tam va
tri thirc ciia nén Bé Nhat VNCH, di trinh dién hoc tap tai mot trudng trung hoc ¢ Sai
Gon, bi chuyén trai cai tao 12 1ang ¢6 nhi Long Thanh, sau d6 lai chuyén vé trai Thu
Prc rdi dua ra Mién Béc sbng tai trai Ha Tay tic 52 A. Ong da viét vé cudc chuyén
td & trai Long Thanh vé trai Thu Bac nhu sau:

“Le convoy roula rapidement dans la nuie obscure: aujourd’hui, comme hier,
comme demain... toujours des départs précipités, aux heures préferées des forces
des ténebres, vers des destinations, tel etait le mode de déplacement des prisonniers
politiques au Viét-Nam communiste!

Minh, un ancient senateur des années 1967-1972 qui s était lié d’amitié avec
moi pendant le séjour au camp de Long thanh, assis a coté de moi, me demanda s’ils
ne nous déportaient pas vers Con son, [’ancienne colonie pénitenciere de l’époque
colonial!

“A quoi bon t‘inquiéter, ne sommes-NOUS pas comme des oiseaux en
cage, des poisons dans un bocal?”’ (Kiép chim long, ca chau 1) !

La seule chose que nous sachions, c’était que nous roulames d’abord en
direction de Saigon, puis a un certain moment, on quitta [’autoroute de Bién hoa et
on tourna a droite. Le convoy roula plus lentement une dizaine de minutes puis
s arréta le long d’'un mur. On nous ordonna de descender avec nos sacs d’effets
personnels, car nous “étions arrives”. Dans [’obscurité totale d’un ciel couvert et
sans lune, nous eumes juste le temps de nous mettre en rangs et on nous conduisit,
encadrés de plusieurs soldats en armes, a travers un portique, jusqu’a une cour
dallée ou on nous ordonna de nous asseoir pour attendre.



De longues minutes passerent pendant lesquelles les policiers firent [’appel
des différents groups. L’ obscurité était telle que je ne distinguais méme pas le visage
de ceux qui étaient assis pres de moi. Je demandai quand méme:

“Savez-vous oU nous sommes?

-Probablement dans la region de Thu Ddc, mais ou exactement? Je ne
vois rien pour le deviner!”

Alors la voix d’un autre assis derriere moi, dit:

“Nous sommes dans la “prison pour femmes de Thu-dUc.

-Comment le savez-vous si bien? Vraiment on ne voit rien autour de
Nous.

_C’est Th. qui le dit, il est ['ancien directeur-adjoint de cette prison!”
(L’Harmattan, 1990, page 61).

Tam dich:

“Ppoan xe di chuyén nhanh trong dém téi: hém nay ciing nher hdm qua, ciing
nhu ngay mai... ludn ludn 1a nhizng cude khai hanh téi tdp, vao nhing gio thich ing
cua cac lwc lwong bong toi, vé nhiing 16 trinh khong dwoc biét, dé 1a phurong cach
di chuyén cac ti nhan chinh tri ¢ mér nuéc Viéet-Nam céng san!

Minh, mét cieu ngh; si trong nhizng nam 1967-1972 1& nguwoi da két ban véi
t6i trong ngay tam tra tai trgi Long thanh, dang ngéi canh tdi, da noi véi t6i 1a bon
chlng dirng day ching ta ra Cén-son, mét trai giam cii cua thoi ky ché dg thuc dan!

“Anh lo lang nhu vdy thi ich gi, bay gio ching ta ha khdng 1am canh chim
trong long, cé trong chdu sao?”

Chung ta chi biét mét diéu rang trieéc hét chiing ta dang di chuyén vé huéng
Sai gon, va chdac mét llc nguoi ta sé bo xa 16 Bién Hoa va quay vé huwdng tay phdi.
Doan xe lan cham lai trong muoi phat va dung lai doc theo mét bue rirong dai.
Ngueoi ta ra Iénh ching toi xuong xe véi cac xac hanh ly ca nhan, vi ching t6i “da
deén noi”. Trong bONng toi den ngdm cua mét bau troi may phi va khong trang, ching
t6i €O dui thoi gian dé sap lai hang ngi, dwoc hirong ddn di ngang qua mgt canh
cong loén, hai bén 1a nhiing linh trang va trang stng ong ap kém hong, di vao mat
san réng lat da va dwoc 1énh ngoi xuong doi.



Nhzing phat dai dang déc trdi qua trong khi nhitng nguoi cong an diém danh
tirng todn ti khac nhau. Bong téi day dac khién toi khdng thé nhédn ra dwoc khudn
mdt cua nhitng ngwoi ngoi gan minh. Toi cat tiéng hai khi do:

“Ai ¢6 biét ching ta ¢ ddu khong?

-C6 thé 1a ving Thu Pirc, nhung chdc chdn 1a noi ndo?Tadi khong thdy gi cd
dé doan ra dwoc!”

Luc bdy gio mét ké khac ngoi sau toi 1én tiéng:

“Chang ta dang o trong trai tu niz can pham Thu Puc.

-Lam sao anh biét rd nhu vdy? Thdt ra khdng ai thdy rd chung quanh ching
ta.

-Chinh 6ng Th. néi, 6ng ta la phy ta giam dac trai giam nay.!”

Ong Minh duoc tac gia BS Tran V¥ nhic dén trong cudn hoi ky 1a Nghi Si
Tran Thé Minh, khi ratng ctir Thuong Vién lay dau hiéu Trau Trang, da dugc chuyén
ra trai Nam Ha cing véi t6i va nhiéu anh em khac, & chung Buong 6 véi toi. Ong bi
ngd doc vi an nhiéu san dai, va chét khi mai ra trai ndy dwoc may tuan 18.

Qua mudi bai hoc ching tdi di dugc hoc & trai ti Long Thanh, ché d6 CS
danh dong T6 quéc véi dang CS va dang CS véi To qudc. Ca hai 1a mot. Chinh BS
Tran V¥ da phan anh tu tuong do trong cudn hdi ky caa 6ng nhu sau:

“L’amour de la patrie? Mais le parti et la patrie ne sont qu’UN. Aimer le
parti, c’est aimer sa patrie! Pourquoi? Parce que le parti communiste c’est le parti
des travailleurs et les travailleurs c’est 99% de la population; le restant, ce sont des
fainéants, des parasites, des traitres a la patrie. Le parti et la patrie étant une seule
et méme chose, ce qui est bon pour [ 'un est aussi bon pour [’autre. Les dirigeants du
parti qui savent bien ce qui est bon pour le parti, savent donc aussi ce qui est bon
pour la patrie; notre devoir est donc de leur faire confiance, de leur obéir entoutes
circonstances. C’est 13, le vrai patriotism!” (P.V. TRAN, page).

Tam dich:

“Tinh yéu qué huong? Nhung ma dang va qué huong ciing chi 1a MOT. Yéu
mén dang, dé 1a yéu meén qué huong! Tai sao vdy? Bdi Vi dang cong san 1a dang cuia
gisi cdng nhan ma cdng nhan 1a gom 99 % dan s¢; sé con lai dé 1a nhing tén leoi
biéng, nhiing ké phan bgi qué hurong. Ddng va qué hirong chi 1a mét va dong ban
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chat, ai tot véi ddang cing 1a tét véi qué hwong. Nhiing ké 1anh dao ddng biét rd ai
la nguoi tot véi dang ciing 14 tot véi qué hiong; bon phdn cia ching ta 1 phdi tin
thac vao ddng, vang loi dang trong tat ca moei tinh hudng. Va ddy, dé 1a tinh yéu
nweoc chan chinh!”

Nhitng 1oi viét trong hoi ky cua BS Tran V¥ that chac nich, danh thép, dung
bai ban.

Gan day, nguoi con trai trudng cua toi, Simon Nguyén Bc Nhat & Houston
gui tang t6i mot cudn sach nhan I sinh nhat cua toi ¢6 tén “ Hidden Hand, How the
Chinese Communist Party is reshaping the world” cua hai tac gia Clive Hamilton &
Mareike Ohlberg (Ban tay che ddu, Pang Céng San Trung Quac Vé lgi ban do thé
giGi nhw thé nao) da viét nhiing cau khdng khac gi nhiing diéu BS V¥ viét cach day
gan ntra thé ky: “The CCP works hard to convince people in China and abroad that
it speaks for all Chinese people. It yearns to be seen as the arbiter of all things
Chinese, and insists that for the Chinese people, wherever they are, to love the
country means to love the Party, and only those who love the Party truly love the
country. It claims that the Party is the people, and any criticism of the Party is
therefore an attack on the Chinese people.” (Nha xuat ban A Oneworld Book, 2012,
Preface, trang X).

Tam dich:

“Pdang Céng sdan Trung quoc lam viéc cdt lye dé chinh phuc dan ching ¢
trong nuéc Va trén thé gidi tin rang ho noi thay cho moi nguoi dan Trung quéc. Ho
mong wéc dwoc coi nhw nguoi trong tai trong tat ca nhing gi 1a cia Trung quéc, va
nhdn manh rang déi véi ngueoi Trung quéc, seng bat ciz noi dau, yéu qué hwong
chinh la yéu dang, va chi nhitng ai yéu dang maoi thuc su la yéu qué hwong. Ho xung
xe rang Pang 1a nhan dan, va bdt ciz ai chi trich Pang ciing chinh la tan cdng nhan
dan Trung quéc.”

That 1a budn cudi cho 1ap luan 4u tri caa ly thuyét Cong San, gido diéu va
clrng NQAc tir gan tram nam qua.



Pén day xin doc 1oi viét caa Hoang Minh LE HONG TUAN (1937-2003),
tac gia cudn hdi ky Tu Cdi Tao (Nha xuat ban Nhat Lé in nam 2004) viét rd vé trai
td Tha Dtc. L& Hong Tuan nguyén 1a Thanh Tra Lao Dong, di tU vai toi danh Téng
Giam DPébc B Phat Trién Sac Taoc.

Dudi ngoi bat cua L& Hong Tuan, trai to Tha Buc, noi giam giit cac yéu nhan
ctia ché do cii duogc ghi lai nhu sau:

“Xe dirng lai, chiing t6i dwoc 1énh xudng xe. Vé trang dan kin hai bén dwrong.
Chiing t6i di giita hai dan sing chia thang vao ching t6i, di vao mét cong lén, hai
canh bang sdt mé réng, xép hang sau trong san, cho: doi.

Khodng muwoi ldm phiit sau, cira bén trong sn md, roi 16 nhé nguwoi ra. Canh
sdt tinh bdo vao treéc, réi dén dang phéai, sau cing 1a hanh chéanh, dan ci. Ching
16i dwoc dwa di quanh co, qua nhiéu 16i hep, buéc xuong sau, bay buc thang réu
mac, réi bia la vao mét buong giam dai ¢ ba day sap bang xi mang. Cén bé hwéng
dan néi tiéng Quang bdo ngoi yén trén ché da dinh, bat hd sé diém danh réi quay
ra, déng sap cia sdat ¢ chdn song I6n, khoa lai. Qua dém sé, i biét tat ca ching
t6i 1 Mot trim ba mueoi hai ngwoi. Ngwoi ho sé 132 1a dan biéu Phgm Thanh Ngoc. ”

Dueéi anh dién mo, toi thdy mdt ai ciing xanh ron. Sau mdy thang cdi tao theo
“dién réng”’, nghia la cira khéng c6 canh, chiéu chiéu chi diém danh so so, va di lgi
c6 phan thodi mai, thi bay gio- méi thuec su di tl.

Vao phong vé sinh thdy cé bé nuwdc, mang tiéu nga mau vang Ua, tiét ra mgt
mui tanh kh ta. Nha tu lop tén, tran nha 1a nhizng khoanh kém gai chang chit. Ngoai
cura chinh bi khda, con mot cura phu ¢ bén héng.

Ngueoi nam canh t6i dém dy 1a 6ng LAm Thanh Nguyén, mét chizc sac giao
phéi. Ong rdt yéu, mat ké, hom hem trong bg ba ba trang. Ong nam géi dau 1én céi
xach tay nho. Qua nita dém, ong danh thirc toi ddy, nho dua vao phong vé sinh. Ong
tiéu w6t ca quan. Nudc tiéu con chay trén san xi mang ché dng nam. Toi gidp ong
thay quan 4o, lau sach ché nam cho éng, dng cdm on réi nam im. Sang hdm sau, khi
Mé Cita diém danh, quan &o 6ng lai w6t nita. T6i nghi 6ng bénh rat nang, that xot
xa, nhung khéng biét phdi lam sao.



biém danh xong, tirmg nguweoi lan lwot ra khéi phong, dé dwoc dém lai mét lan
Nita. Sau dé, tap hop trong sdn trwéc nha giam nghe thdng bao. Can bé néi tiéng
Qudng dém trudc tu gioi thiéu tén la Sau, va bado ching toi goi l1a anh Sau. Anh Sau
ra lénh khéng dwoc buéc 18n tam cap, chi dioc quanh quan duwdi san. Pady la khu
dat triing trong nha tii, vong ra san sau con thay nhan nhdan nhing vdt dung cuia phu
nit nhuw hop phan, sap moi, ca nhing mdnh “xii cheng”, kep téc, guwong vé, liegc
gay...” (Tu Cai Tao trang 87-88).

Nghe giong noi cua “anh S&u”, ti nhan ra la nguoi dan thugc Nam Ngai Binh
Phd, ma chic ¢ 18 1a Quang Ngdi. T nhién toi nghi nhu vay vi chic ti thuong hay
nhé dén cudn séch Luan van caa ti ¢d tén Vii Man Tap Luc Ther ctia cu Nguyén Tan
viét vé ngudi Thuong Pa Vach tai Quang Ngi. T6i nghi trong bung va raa tham
“M6 cha may dan Qudng Ngai ma khdng theo Quac Gia lai di theo Cong Scn .

Mot tuan 1& sau, ngay 10/10, dan t0 & khu triing duoc Iénh tap hop lai dé
chuyén budng, chia thanh bén va mot s6 anh em dugc chi dinh 1am budng truéng do
la P6 Cong Thanh, Vii Trong Kham, nguyén Tinh doan Truong Xay dung Nong
thon; to truong Giam séat vién Duong Van Dan; BS Ngb Van Nham, Truong Ty Y
Té Quy Nhon.

Hoi ky T Cdi Tqo cia L& Hong Tuan viét tiép:

“Trong tuan 1é dau, mét can bé hay vao ché ching toi tén Tuan. Can bé nay
cao, gay, moi tham, mat sau. Mai lan vao busng ching tdi, can bé Tudn It chiéu
cua anh Dan, tut déi dép rdu, 16t 1én san xi médng ché anh Dan hay anh Thanh nam,
réi ngoi Kiéu nuwéc lut trén @é ma ban chi thi. Anh em hay goi la anh Tw hay anh Tuw
Tudn. Mét lan Tw Tudn bdo: “O mién lam, cac anh toan bj bénh phong tinh, dé na
bénh do My nguy dé nai.” Liic dé ching t6i méi vé 1é ra la Tw Tudn so ngoi 1én
chiéu “pham” sé bi 1ay bénh phong tinh!!! Tw Tudn dé cao canh thanh binh ngoai
mién Bdc, ndo la xe dap khoéng can khda, toi ngi knéng can dong cira.”Nhung c6
lan anh nay tich thu hét mét bao téi khd ciia gia dinh giri cho dan biéu Pang Vin
Tiép, bi kién, phdi tra lai, thé 1a tir @6 anh ¢é mét tén méi, Tw T6i. ”(trang 90).

Hoi ky T Cdi Tqo lai ddn thém mot chuyén “vui” khac cua Tu Toi:



“Trong mét lan sinh hoat, Tu T6i bong héi: “Céc anh ¢6 biét mién lam c6 ba
trim ngan con nai khong?” Ai ciing ngo ngdc. Tw lgi n6i tiép: “D6 na tan dw ciia
My nguy. Nhitng dira con nai lay vé sau sé na mai nguy hai cho ta.”

Thi ra Tu T6i néi dén cac tré em lai My.

Ciing trong mot lan sinh hoat, Tir lai héi: “Céc anh ¢é biét tai sao My nai
nam cét den ¢ mién lam bang gé khéng?”

Khong ai tra loi.

Tw goi Pham Duy Tué héi: “Anh cho t6i biét cét den gé tot hay cor den xi
mdang cot sdt tot?”

Tué bao cét den gé thdng cd ngam thudc rat bén, rat tét thi Tu ddp tay xuong
chiéu, qudt: “Anh néi thé ma nghe dwge a? C6 doi ndo gé nai bén hon xi mang cot
sdt. Pén bay gio ma anh con bao che cho dm muu My nguy. Ngdy mai anh sang
chuia nam viéc vdi t6i. ” Thé 1a Tué phdi hau tda gan mét tuan 16, va Tw T6i, trong
nhitng lan hoc tap, cit dem chuyén nay ra dé “rin de”. (trang91)

Téc gia L& Hong Tuan mo ta trai to Thu Duc rat rd rang da cho biét “chia”
day 1a mot Phat duong o bén canh tai khu dat triing 12 phong van caa Tu Téi. Tuong
Phat van con do, nhung ¢4 Phat dugc ndi véi cai cot trong nha bang mot sgi day
thimg dé phoi quan 4o caa Tu Toi.

Tré lai vai cong tac cua “anh Sau”, nguoi ma sau nay anh em tu dat tén “Sau
La” vi chua thay anh da nghe miéng anh la bai bai tir bac cap dan xudng khu triing.
“Mgt hém anh Sau vao hdi c6 ai biét sira ong nwée khéng. Anh Tw Binh Duong noi
néu cé doé nghé thi anh siza dwoc. Anh Sau bang long. Anh di quanh buéng va chi
vao L& Hong Tudn néi: “Anh kia chuan bi di lao déng.” Viéc stra dng nudce chi tam
tam thdi vi thiéu d6 nghé.

“Vao cudi thang chap tay, gan Noel, can bé Sau lai vao tuyén lao dong. Lan
nay ldy muwoi lam nguwoi. Phd g, Voi Cu La Lé Thé Hién, Pho Chu, t6i va mét sé
anh em khac lgi nai njt ra di. Cong tac la vac gao vao kho.

C6 khoang mgt tram bao, bao chi xanh. Kho la ngdi nha tho nhg trong trai.
Boc VAC tir xe dén kho, khodng ba muoi thuéc. Can bé Sau bay gio co biét danh 1a
S&u La, vi cai mom nhu cai loa, ndi khdng biét mét, bao anh em ngoi cho, nha bép
sé €6 boi duwéng. Mgt cd mang ré chay véi mét t6 nwréc ca kho ra. Com chay da
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nguai, citng nhu da. TOi Idn lung mang vé mét tang nho cho Tué thi cho biét mai
com chay Thu Duc.

Hom sau lai ldy mwoi lam nguoi di lao dong. Lan nay boc dé mét xe gach.
Lam xong, vé ngay, khéng c6 boi duwdng.

Hom sau nzza lai ra xuéng cui. Nhitng khoanh gé 16m dwoc lan tir trén xe xudng
san roi chuyén vao khu nha bép. Lan nay vat va hon, 1am qué gio an nén c6 com
chay néng vdi nuréc ca kho.

Sau dd, sut mét tuan lién, bon nguwoi dieoc tuyén di bé cii dé 1a Pho Pg, Lé
Thé Hién, Hupnh Van Triz va tdi. Gé cao su khé bé, riu lgi nhut, nén mo mdt méi
xong mét khoanh Ién. LAm xong ¢ béi dirong chay cham nwéc cd... ” (trang 94).

Sau day la nhitng doan nhat ky ghi nhan vé Noel dau tién va Tét cua anh em
tu chinh tri mién Nam tai Trai Tha Buc.

Trong tac pham néu trén caa Bac St TRAN VY di phac ta lai tinh trang mat
tin twdng cta cac ti nhan VNCH tai trai Tha Duc qua ché do am thuc rat ddi toi tan
nhu sau:

“La démoralization gagnait tout le monde, d’autant plus facilement que la
nourriture diminuait en quantité comme en qualité: chaque personne ne recevait
qu’'un quart (environ 400g) de riz cuit par repas — quantité a peine suffisante pour
les petits mangeurs et ce riz était de tres mauvaise qualité, a la limite de la
comestibilité. Nos camarades cuisiniers nous disaient qu il provenait des stocks que
les Viét-cong cachaient dans les marais du Pong thap mwoi (marais de |’Ouest)
pour les besoins de la guerilla d’alors. Les sacs de riz déchargés des camions
d’approvisionnement étaient en effet le plus souvent humides, recouverts de
moisissure et les grains moisis, verts ou brunatres, friables, agglutinés en masses...

Un jour, une discussion burlesque s éleva entre nous sur la question de savoir
si nous étions des “‘étudiants internes pour suivre un cours de rééducation politique”
ou de vrais prisonniers. Pour les uns, nous étions “étudiants” parce que nous
écoutions des lecons et n’avions pas de travail manuel force, pour d’autres nous
étions des prisonniers parce que nous etions privés de liberté et ne pouvions recevoir
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la visite de nos parents... Le cadre politique qui eut connaissance de cette
discussion, trancha la question en déclarant:

“Vous n’étes pas des prisonniers, la preuve est que les bdatiments dans
lesquels vous dormez, ne sont pas cadenassés le soir!”

Cette ambiance déprimée et triste s atténua a [’approche de Noel et de la fin
de [’année: nous fumes autorisés a correspondre avec nos familles er a recevoir un
colis de ravitaillement de 5 kilos...

Les colis de Noel apporterent de la joie pour quelques jours, puis la vie
monotone, déprimante du camp reprit: nous passions les journées a nous ennuyer et
a attendre; mais attendre quoi? Personne ne pouvait prévoir ce qui pouvait arriver
le lendemain! Quelques-uns furent libérés individuellement, quelques autres
transféreés dans d’autres prisons alors que d’autres nous rejoignaient! Parmi ceux-
ci, un de nos compagnons qui avait été libérée a Long thanh: c’était le frere d’un
riche banquier qui avait pu quitter le pays avant le 30 avril; sa femme était la
parente d’un cadre politique de rang élevé récemment venu de Hanoi, et grdce a lui,
elle avait pu obtenir sa liberation. Mais le Comité administrative de son quartier
voulait [’expulser de sa maison, sous prétexte qu ’elle était la propriété de son frere
en fuite; il avait protesté et les agents de sécurité de son quartier étaient venus
[’arréter et ['amener a notre camp ! (page 69).

Tam dich:

“Syr sa sut tinh than tran lan khap moi nguwoi cing rat déi mau chéng theo
cung nhip khi thizc an da giam bét vé hieong ciing nhue vé pham: méi c& nhan chi
dwoc 1anh khau phan (khodng 400 g) com nau chin cho méi bira an - sé lrong chi
vira dii cho nhitng dira bé an va thiz gao nay lgi 1a thit rdt xdu da cusi gisi han co
thé an duwrgc. Cac ban bé 1am trong nha bép cuia ching tdi cho biét thir gao dé 1a logi
ma Viét-céng cat dau trong nhing viing dam ldy ciia Pong Thap Muwoi (ving lay ¢
Péng nam) dé cung cap nhu cau cho ben du kich thei dé. Cac bao gao dwoc chuyeén
tir CAC xe tdi cho luwong thurc da phan bi am wét phi ddy méc meo va cé nhiéu hat da
lén mam, nhiém ndm xanh hogc nau, nat bay, bay nhay timg déong...
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Ngay no, mét cugc thao lugn khéa khdi hai cdt 18n giiza ching tdi vé cau hdi
tim hiéu chdng t6i 1 “nhiing sinh vién ngi tra dé theo mét 16p hoc cdi tao vé chinh
tri” hay thuc sy 1a nhigng ti nhan. Véi mét so nguwoi ndy, ching téi 1a “nhing sinh
Vién "bai Vi chung toi dang theo cac 16p hoc va khdng phai lam lao dong chan tay,
nhung véi mét sé khac ching tdi 1a nhaizng tU nhan vi 1é chling tdi khéng con diroc
ty do va vi khdng thé c6 diroc cha me d@én tham... Anh can bé chinh tri, biét dwroc y
nghfa cia cugc thdo ludn, da chdt dirt van dé khi tuyén bé rang:

“Céac anh khdng phdi la td nhan, bang chiing 1a cac gian phong cac
anh ngu khong bj khoa chat vao budi toi!”

Bdu khdng khi tram udt va buon tham dé dwoc gidi téa khi 16 Noel va ngay
cudi nam dén gan: ching toi dwoc phép viét thur vé véi gia dinh va dwoc nhdn mét
g6i qua tiép té 1A 5 ki 16...

Céac g6i qua Noel da mang téi niém vui nhung chi trong mét vai ngay, roi thi
cudc séng déu déu, buon tham cia trai til lai kéo dén: ching t6i trai qua nhing ngay
am dam trong cho doi; nhung cho dei céi gi? Khdng ai co thé thdy dwoc diéu gi sé
Xdy dén trong ngay mai! Lé té 6 mét vai ca nhan diwroc tha ra, mét vai nguoi duoc
chuyén di cac trai khac trong khi nhitng nguroi ndo dé lai chuyén téi noi chiing toi.
Trong sé nhitng nguoi dé, c6 mét trong nhitng dong nghiép cia ching toi da duwoc
phong thich ¢ Long thanh: @6 1a em ciia mgt chi ngan hang rat giau cd von 1a nguoi
da roi nuoc ra di truoc ngay 30 thang tu; vo 6ng nay la me cua mgt can bg chinh
tri cao cap vira méi tir Ha Ngi vao, va nho 6ng nay, ba ta da xin cho anh ne duoc
tha. Nhung Uy ban hanh chanh ¢ viing anh ta ¢ muén duéi anh ta ra khéi can nha
cua anh ta nén ldy ¢ 1a can nha dé 1a sé hiu cia dng anh da tron di; anh ta phdn
déi va nhan vién an ninh khu vic da dén bdt anh ta va dan vé trai giam cia ching
t0il...”

Hoi ky TU Cdi Tao cua L& Hong Tuan tiép tuc:

“Noel dau tién trong tu thdt busn. Ngay 24, anh em chudn b; cho goi 18n céing
tin mua hang. Ai ciing muon lam mét céi gi dac biét cho ngay nay, nhung dén gan
muoi gio van chua thdy kéu. bBén gio di ldy com, qua cang tin van thdy cira déng
then cai, ngon ngang vai chuc hii chao trén san gach. Lam Hiru Trai, ngueoi cong sw
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cia 6ng Quac vu khanh Phan Quang Bdn hdm nay hut mua chuéi. Anh luén luén
|&n cang tin sém nhdt dé mua chudi an thém.

Budi chiéu 1én ldy nuéc, gap dai ta Phic va dai ta Duong Quang Tiép, nguoi
ludn ludn goi can bg cong san 1a “nhitng tén an trém trau”. Anh Tiép bdo t6i cho
mét chit, réi chay 18n nha 10, mang xuéng mét goi nhd, di vao tay, bao “qua Noel
cua cdu ddy . Toi vé buong mé ra: Mét 6 banh mi thit. Lap tirc mon qua quy gia nay
dwoc chia 1am ba. L& Thé Hién, Pham Hiu Dé va ti, chura bao gio ching téi an
dwroc miéng banh mi ngon dén thé.

Luc sap vao chuong, ngoai san nguwoi di lai nhw mac ciri, dau cui, tay khoanh,
mdt nhin vé cBi xa xam. Anh em dang doc kinh lan chudi trong ngay Giang sinh.

Moi dém den khong tat. Bém nay tw nhién den tat. LAu lam méi diwoc nnam
trong téi, gigc ngu binh an hon. Neza dém, tieng chudng tir xa vang lai. Gio nay, toan
trai, chac khéng co ai nham mdt.

Hom sau, cdng tin lai mé ciza. Anh Dwong Quang Tiép bdo tdi: “Cdu biét
khong, tén can bg buong 10 chiu choi, nhe né mua gi ciing dwoc. Vi thé hdm qua
méi ¢6 banh mi. Tui an trém trau nay khiép lam. Hom qua khong cé cang tin, téi lgi
tat dién, 1a chding né muaén chgn minh an Noel d6. Cdu cé dé y hé ciz ngay ram ming
mét & thé ndo dé an cing cé ti mé mang, nhat 1a sau khi Long Thanh théi phar do
an chay”. (trang 104)

Ngoi bat cua L& Hong Tuan ghi nhan nhitng khudn mit than quen qua céc
méc diém thoi gian:

“Cho d@én gan Tét ta thi da c6 mét s6 anh em bj bénh phu, tizc 12 beri beri.
Hai chan mdt cam giac, ldy tay an vao éng chan, thit 18m xuong khong chiu I6i Ién
lai. Ngwoi dau tién bi beri beri trong buong | toi. Trai khéng c6 thusc. Vi Véan Quy
con mét it B Complex, déc hét cho tdi, gan nira thang sau méi dé. Chiéu chiéu toi
cing vai anh em Ién sang chua: Nguyén i Cung, Vi Van Quy, Pham Duy Tué,
Pham Thanh Ngoc, Tran Canh Chung. O ddy chuyén trd thodi mai hon... Gan Tét
néi busn cang gia tang. Toi vUi dau vao nhing van co véi anh Ya Ba. Hai ching toi
déu 1a tay mo, mé hoc ddanh co, chua sach nuéc can. Thay day t6i danh co 1a anh
Nguyén Ngoc Nghia. Anh hay ngoi xem hai ching t6i ddnh co. Anh Ya Ba va toi
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thugc logi “cové”, nghia 14 hé ai |& bursc, 14 “vo lién, khdng cho di lai. Ciing may
ban co bang gidy, nén khdng s¢' bi phang vao dau. Hét co lai tim Nguyén Tudn Anh
noi chuyén. Chang t6i ¢ hai dé tai, ndi mai khdng chén: dé tai thiz nhat 1a ké cho
nhau nghe nhitng van mat churoc than sau & ching toi da trdi qua, nhizng ky tai trong
lang mat chiroc mién Nam, va dé tai thiz hai 1a “ching n6”. Anh rat lac quan, va
ciing rat téu. Thdy do Cung thi phdi n6i chuyén van tho va chinh tri. Nguyén Dic
Cung gisi Han van, 1am tho Han van, nhur bon cau sau day:

“Xuén cam hoa binh ti hai xuan

Hoa khai xi xir man giang tan.

Vién trung chz hizu van chuong khach

Déc bé nhan du vong cé nhan.

Va churi cong sdn. ” (trang 98).

Gan Tét, mot hdm cén bo Sau La xudng khu triing tim ngudi di lao dong. Thay
t6i dung chan van ¢ bac cap di 1én khu dang phai, anh ta chi tdi néi: “Anh di theo
t6; . TOI im lang theo sau anh céan bd nay di ra hudng cong chinh vao mot can nha
phia tay trai, dang 1a mot nha nguyén cua khu trai to ché do truée, hoi toi vi cua
déng im im. Sau La x6 manh cira budc vao. Trén mot chiéc ban dai ké sat tuong co
khoang ca may tram cubn sach c¢& nho, t6i doan la sach kinh. T6i nhin thoang thi
thay d6 la nhitng cudn Thanh Kinh Tan Uéc in kho nho caa Lién Hoi Gideon. Toi
hoi anh Sau La: “Don dong sdach nay di dau, can b6?” Sau La tra 1oi: “Pua ra sdn
dé dot”. Roi y buéc ra ngoai. Nhin tén nay di khuat, ti 1an ngay vao lung mét cudn
va lam b hang héai di tim d6 dung ddng sach cii dé 16i ra san... D6 la ky niém lao
dong t6i co véi Sau La tai Trai Thu Dac. Cubn Thanh Kinh Tan Uéc cua Lién Hoi
Gideon nay da theo t6i ra trai Nam Ha (tinh Ha Nam Ninh), cho nhiéu ngudi ban to
muon doc, khoang dén sau nam sau thi méi bj phat giac va bi tich thu. Trong nhing
nam dau khi bi dua ra tai trai Nam Ha, t8i lo lang nhat mdi 1an trai “kiém tra noi vu”
(nghia la tat ca moi tt nhan déu dua hanh ly ciia minh ra san dé can bo kiém tra xem
c6 gi khong dugc quy dinh theo ndi quy trai giam). T6i voi tim cach dau cudn Théanh
Kinh (hozc 1an vao nguoi, hoic dao dat chén ngoai vuon. Cuén Thanh Kinh d6 theo
t6i di tir budng no sang budng kia, dwgc chuyén cho nhiéu ban ti doc. T6i nhé anh
Trung T4 Thiét Giap Bui Thé Dzung, nay da chét, nguyén Phu T4 Tong Trudng
Qudéc Phong dudi trao caa Tha Tuéng Nguyén Ba Can, mot Phat T thuan thanh,
doc ki va noi 1a anh rat thich, nhat 1 phan Tin Miing Thanh Gioan. Mot ngudi khac
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nam ké tdi muon doc do 1a anh Nguyén Vian Phudc, tuc goi Phuéc Qué, Pho Tinh
Trudng, nay cu ngu tai Bac California... T6i nghi day 12 mot an sing ma Chua ban
cho t6i trong nhitng nam thang dau cua cudc doi di to Cong San. T6i ciing suy nghi
nhiéu vé tinh than nhan ban tam linh caa ché do Viét Nam Cong Hoa ngay trudc,
trong t van c6 nhiéu vi linh muc, thuong toa l1am tuyén Gy dé dan dic cudc song
tinh than caa pham nhan, ké ca day da Kinh Théanh, sach dao cho pham nhan sir
dung. Tét dep va quy hoa thay!

Trong cudn hdi ky Thung Liing Pd Véi, ky irc Trai TU Nam Ha, tac gia Bat
TG TRAN HUU TU ¢6 n6i vé tén can bo “Sau La” va “tén can bo budng 10 chiu
choi” ma ching t6i ¢ Trai Tha Dic ldc by gio déu rd nhu sau:

“M¢t sang no, can bg Sau La (tén nay di toi dau, la téi do nén anh em goi la
Sau La) vao buong la ray ti: “Cac anh khdng biét sir dung mach dién nén lam chay
bong mai. Cac anh bdt hay tdit den qua manh tay, 1am dnh hwong bong den, mau hue.
Céac anh phdi van céi bdt dién tir tir, nhe nhang thi bong den 1au hee. Tir nay, yéu cau
cac anh 1am nhe vdy”. Anh em vira vé tay, vira bam bung cuoi. Oi ddu c6 thang
ngéc nhu vay lai di day nguoi khdn. ” (Nha xuat ban Coi Ngudn, 2012, trang 29).

V& “tén cé&n bd budng 10 chiu choi”, gbc dan Nam B, cudn hoi ky caa Tran
Httu T ghi lai:

“Cuoi thang 7, dau thang 8/1976, tin chuyén tu ra Bdc cang rd néz: Thurong
Uy VC tén Son nhdn vai trd di mua hang héa tiéu ding cho anh em trong Khéi Tinh
B&0 va “vui vé "nhdn nhiém vu vé tdn nha trai vién ldy tién, vang, thuoc men, luong
thirc, quan &o. Ldn dau tién, Y chdp nhdn 1¢ phi 10% nhung sau dé chang ai biét
duoc y ldy bao nhiéu phdn tram. Vi du: Can bg Son mua 5 dong, bao 1a 10 dang.
Sang mua hang 10 dong, trua cing thir hang dé tang 1én 20 dong. Thi trong bén
ngoai tang cao nhu hda tién. Vé nha ldy 500 dong, y chi dwa lai cho khé chi 300
dong, ai ma biét dwoc. Piéu tot nhat 1a di ngay hay dém y van nhdn loi di mua hang
hay di nhan tién, mién la c6 nguwoi yéu cau. ” (trang 32).

Cau chuyén cd dugc cudn Thanh Kinh trong nha ti Cong San 1a nguyén nhan
dan dén sy hinh thanh bai ca “I survived” (Tdi di séng con) do mét nit nhac si Hoa
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Ky séng tac dién bién trong nhiéu giai doan cua cudc séng cua toi nhu s& thiy sau
day.

2.-... DEN BAI HAT “I SURVIVED” CUA CHRISTIE COOK.

Christie Cook la mét nir nhac si thugc nganh &m nhac dan ca Hoa Ky (country
music, hay folk song), hién séng véi chéng va hai con géi cing cac chau ngoai &
Nacogdoches, Texas. Chong ba tén Stan, hai con gai tén Morgan va Chloe. Ba duoc
nhiéu giai thuong vé sang tac &m nhac. Khoang nam 1998, tdi ¢ viéc vé tham gia
dinh & Houston, tinh ¢& gdp nguoi nit nhac i tré ndy & phi trudng trong ldc doi
chuyén bay. Qua cau chuyén trao d6i trén may bay tdi c6 ké lai doi chit vé khoang
doi tu day trong ché @6 CS tai Viét Nam qua cac trai tap trung, cau chuyén lay cip
cudn Théanh Kinh tai trai t0 Thia Dic, sy mat tu do va nhitng ndi khén kho caa nguoi
td cua ché do cii Mién Nam bi doa day khdng biét dén bao gio... Cau chuyén trao
do6i tuong rang ciing chi vay thdi nhung khdng ngo khoang gan ba nam sau (thang
10/2000) t6i nhan dugc mot bai hat co tén “I survived” cua Christie Cook loi dan
trén trang mang vé bai hat dé nhu sau:

I Survived

by Christie Cook
dedicated to Cung Nguyen

“God points to the peaceful attitude of suffering people
To teach others about Himself™
Joni Eareckson Tada

Not having written a song in about 2 months | was feeling and prayed that
God would help me write something. It was on my way home from Ohio to Houston
that | met a Vietnamese man in the airport. He spoke a little English, and I could tell
he was confused about where to go to catch his plane. | offered for him to come with
me, and he agreed. It was during our walk that he just out of nowhere announced
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that he was a Christian. He then asked me what freedom meant to me. Somewhat
taken aback I wasn’t quite sure how to answer because I had never really had to
think about it. I have always had freedom. He then began to tell me this story. |
began taking notes immediately knowing that God had answered my prayer. This
song is based on true events from his life. Two years later | felt compelled to send
him the song. Normally I don’t like to send songs that aren’t studio quality, however,
| felt so strongly that God was behind it. I put it on a tape recorder and send it to
him. He wrote me back telling me that upon hearing it he realized once again that
God really loved him and cared. His son had just been murdered and his home
burned down. | forgot to mention that the reason he was flying to Houston was to
attend his daughter’s funeral who died of liver cancer. Although I don’t know Cung
very well, he will always be an inspiration to me and others I'm sure.

Lyrics

In 1975 my world turned upside down

The Communist took over in South Vietnam

High school History teacher | taught my students well

But | spoke too much of freedom so they threw me in a cell

Chorus: So there I built my home away from home
The Carpenter came and laid the Chief Cornerstone
Every time | was hungry he gave me the Bread of Life
1 tell you that’s how I survived.

Stripped of all my dignity, Do you know what Freedom means?
To me it is like air, without | cannot breathe

14 years that | worked in the concentration camps

In all my weakness He made me stronger than those men.

Once God gave me a Bible when he saw | had lost hope
| found it in a shed that | cleaned as | was told

Six years passed they found it and then they tortured me
But they could not touch His Word in my memory.
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Chorus: For it

Sometimes | feel like him with no place to lay my head

| am a refuge, in Vietnam they want me dead

But he said that if we love him and we keep his Word

He and his Father would make their home with us on earth.

Chorus: So that’show...
[Bam vao dy hai 1an dé nghe bai hat]

06 | Survived.mp3

Tam dich:
TOI PA SONG SOT

sang tac do Christie Cook
dé tang Cung Nguyen

“Thién Chila chi vao phong thdi an binh dé day cho ké khac vé Ngai’
Joni Eareckson Tada

bl

Pa trong vong hai thang téi cam thay ¢bi long trong vang han va da cdu xin
Thién Chla gilp t6i viér diroc mét cdi gi d6. Trén dwong tir Ohio tré vé Houston,
t6i dd gdp mét nguwoi Viét Nam & phi truong. Ong ta ndi dwoc chit it tiehg Anh va
ti c6 thé noi rang dng ta dang béi rai vi khdng biét di téi ddu dé bat kip may bay
cua minh. Toi dé nghj ong ta di véi t6i va ong bang long. Trén doan dwong di
khong biét tir dau khién dng ndi ra 6ng 1a mét Ki-td hizu. T e bdy gio dng hdi toi
tw do ¢ nghia 14 gi doi véi ti. Mgt cai gi d6 thuee sue tré lai véi toi vi toi hoan toan
khéng chdc chan ldm khi tra loi béi vi thuc ra tdi chuwa bao gio phdi suy nghi vé
diéu dé. T6i ludn ludn c6 tir do. Bdy gio 6ng ta bar dau ké cho toi cAu chuyén nay.
Toi da bat dau ghi chép ngay khi biét rang Thién Chia da trd 1oi sy cdu nguyén
cua t6i. Bai hat nay dira trén nhiing bién cé c6 thdt trong cugc séng cia dng ta.
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Hai nam sau toi cam thay bdt bugc phdi guri cho dng ta bai hat. Thong thirong toi
khong thich gu#i nhiing bai hat khdng c6 pham chat cua studio, tuy nhién, toi cam
thay manh mé rangThién Chla dé diing & dang sau. Tdi cho bai hét vao mét cugn
béang ghi am va geri cho 6ng ta. Ong da hoi &m cho toi ndi rang khi nghe ban nhac
dé dng mét lan niza nhdn thize duroc rang Thién Chia theec si yéu meén 6ng va sdn
s6¢c Ong. Mot nguroi con trai cua 6ng vira bi giét va nha dng da bi dot chay. Toi da
quén nhdc dén ly do 6ng bay vé Houston 1a dé tham du ddm tang nguoi con gai
ong da chét vi bénh ung ther gan. Mdc dau tdi khdng biét ré 6ng Cung nhiéu,
nhung tdi tin chdc rang dng bao gio ciing 1a nguon cam hitng doi véi tdi va doi Vo
nhiéu nguoi khac.

Loi cua baica :

“Nam 1975, thé gidi cua t6i quay cuong ddo nguoc

Nhitng nguwoi Céng Sdan cieong chiém Nam Viét Nam

L& mét gido sw day Sir trieong trung hoc, t6i day hoc sinh rdt hay
Nhung vi néi dén ty do rat nhiéu, bon ho cho téi vao xa lim heu day.’

b

Diép khuc:

Vay la o day toi xday nha téi khoi noi nguyén quan

Va Ngwoi Tho Méc da dén va dat Vién Pa Tang

Va mai mét lan t6i thay déi thi Ngwoi lai ban cho t6i Banh Su Song
T6i néi cho anh hay t6i dd song con nhir thé ndo.

“Bi twéc mat moi nhan pham cua toi, anh c6 biét tw do nghia la gi?
Véi toi, tir do nhue hoi thé, khong cd ti khdng thé thé duroc.

Muroi bon nam téi séng trong nhiéu trai tap trung,

Trong su Yéu dudi Cua téi, Nguoi cho t0i manh mé hon cdc ké khdc.”
“Mqt lan no Thién Chla cho t6i mét cusn Thanh Kinh

Khi Nguoi thdy téi da mat hy vong.

Toi tim thdy trén mét gid sdch khi dwoc bao tay chii.

Sdu nam trdi qua bon ho badt gap cuén Thanh Kinh va hanh hg toi
Nhung khéng dung dwoc Loi Ngai da khdc ghi trong ky ic t6i.”
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“Mgt doi khi téi cam thdy giong Nguwoi khi khdng ché géi dau

Toi 1a mét nguweoi ti nan, ¢ Viét Nam, bon chlng muén toi chét di.
Nhung Ngwoi dd néi rang néu chiing ta yéu Ngwoi Va giir 107 Nguwoi
Ngueoi va Cha Nguwoi sé X8y nha ¢ Véi chiing ta trén trdai dat.”

Trong vong hon mot thap nién, chang téi khéng lién lac véi nhau vi ai ciing
c6 cong viéc riéng phai theo dudi. Toi di chuyén vé New Jersey khi budc vao thién
nién ky tha ba vai nhiéu tang toc dau thuong d6 up xudng trén gia dinh voi ngudi
con gai doc nhat chét vi bénh ung thu gan vao thang 7 nam 2000, va chi chua day
hai thang sau, ngudi con trai thir ba chét vi mot tai nan tham khéc (bi ban nham).
Trong thoi gian d6 nit nhac si Christie Cook ¢é gang lién lac véi tdi nhung khéng
duoc. Nghe ai d6 méach miéng 1a tdi thuong hay viét bai dang trén Vietcatholic nén
Cook cb tim cach lién hé qua dién thoai hay email véi Cha Tran Céng Nghi 1a Giam
dbc Vietcatholic luc bay gid nhung chi gap mot ngudi tring tén véi ti va 6ng nay
chi 1a mot nhiép anh vién thinh thoang c6 hinh anh minh hoa giri trén do.

Théang 4 nam 2012, t6i di chuyén vé lai Philadelphia, luc lai dja chi cii va viét
thu tham Cook nhén dip 1€ Giang Sinh va Cook da gui ting toi mot CD cé tén “New
Day” trong d6 ¢6 bai hat “I survived” véi 1oi dé tang ghi trén CD nhu sau:

To Cung, you always will be an inspiration to me. May the Lord always watch
over you and your loved ones. In Christ,

Christie Cook.
Tam dich:

Guri 6ng Cung,

Ong sé van ludn 1a nguon cam hitng doi véi téi. Usc gi Thién Chia ludn che
cho dng va nhitng nguoi thin trong gia dinh.

Thu tra loi thu cho tdi cua Cook nhu sau:
Dec 30, 2013

Dear Cung,
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Thank you so much for your Christmas wish. | hope yours was filled with the
peace and hope that only our Lord can give.

Enclosed is my latest CD, a gift to you. After four years of horrible pain in my
back and legs, | had back surgery (an artificial disc put in at L5-S1) in March. My
disc was degenerated probably from too many horse accidents...In June I went to
Nasville to record this album I’ve enclosed. Then we 've been renovating the cottage
and added a pond, a bridge, a new entrance, and a pier. We are thinking about
building another rental cottage, but | have to catch my breath first. In the midst of
all this I've been helping Mom take care of my stepfather, Judson, who is a dear
sweet man at the end of his journey here on earth. My sister, Marie, who is a nurse
Is here now to help and she is doing most of the work living with Mom. This has been
going on for about 3 months now. He is in a bed in the living room. He never
complains and | pray our Lord takes him soon because | just hate to see him suffer.
My sister is always on top of his comfort level though and for that I'm grateful.

My back is about 70% better, but lately I've been hurting a bit. I know it takes
time and I'm so thankful I can sit now and sleep for the most part through the night.
I'm stretching often and wonder sometimes if I stretch too much.

| continue to dab here and there at my music ministry and hope to do more
this next year singing at Christian retreats and conferences if this little old aging
body holds up and God is willing! | read the sweetest line yesterday in my daily
devotional: “Dear Lord, take my prayer now and use it as you wish”’. He mentioned
that “our prayers are not so much an act of persuasion as they are a gift to God, a
rolling out of the red carpet for God to intervene in the world He created and owns.
Our requests are the vehicles by which the Landlord may politely-and without
violating His original agreement-step in to help us property managers”. I mention
all this to say that it struck me that I must look at singing for Him in this manner,
then watch Him meet me there.

Stan continues to work for a real estate company and on weekends works hard
around this place. He still the same — patient, kind, and puts up with me. Not sure
what | would do without him. Morgan is 21 now, engaged, and studying to be a
nurse. Her fiancée is studying to be a nurse practitioner so hopefully they will both
obtain good jobs. Chloe is 12, plays fiddle and piano, loves to ride horses, hunt, fish,
and run. She’s big! Thin and strong though. Her foot is a size 10 and already as tall
as me. She is a big baby too. 9lbs. 20z. She’s a ray of sunshine everyday. God
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stamped her with a happy heart that’s always filled with gratitude. She’s quite the
worker too. Hope the teenage years will go smoothly!
Blessings and love and hugs to you and your family. | hope you enjoy the CD.
Love,
Christie

P.S. If you enjoy the CD, would you be so kind as to write a review on itunes or
cdbaby.com? | would appreciated that so much! Maybe your son Cuong could help
you? Congratulate him for me on being ordained! He has such a heart for God.

L& thu caa Christie Cook chia xé véi tdi nhirng bién ¢ than tinh trong gia
dinh thAm dAm tinh than dao hanh cia mot nguoi chi em Ki T Hiru, xin duoc tam
dich ra nhu sau:

Ong Cung than mén,

Cam on dng rat nhiéu vé nhiing loi cdu chic Giang Sinh. Toi hy vong gia dinh
Ong day tran sy binh an va niém hy vong ma chs c6 Thién Chia méi cé thé ban cho.

Kém ddy 1a CD méi nhat cia tdi, mét ting phdam gizi dén 6ng. Nam 2013 véi
t6i 1& mgt nam tran day nhiéu phic lanh theo cling véi lam thi: thach. Sau bon nam
bi dau ling kinh nién di déi va dau hai chan, toi da phdi gidi phau lung (mét dia
dém nhan tao dat vao dot xwrong L5-S1) trong thang Ba. Pid xwong cua toi da bi
thoai hoa c6 1¢ 1a do qua nhiéu tai ngn vi céi ngwa. Thang Sau vira roi toi da di
Nasville dé thu cusn album ma tdi giri kém. Lac bdy gio t6i da phdi tan trang can
léu 14 va dao thém mét cai ao, 1am mét chiéc cdu, xay mét 16 di mai, va mét cau nai
trén ao. Ching t8i dang nghi dén viéc viéc xay thém mét can léu 14 dé cho thué khac,
nhung tdi phdi nghi dé the ldy hoi da. Gida nhiing viéc dé toi da phai gidp Me toi
dé lo lang cho b nuéi toi, Judson, vén 1a mét ngu’al rat dé thuwong dang di chang
dwong cudi cua dng trén tran thé. Chj toi, Marie, von 1a mét nguwoi y ta c6 ¢ day dé
tro gilip va chi 1am dui moi cong viéc gitp cho Me. Sw viéc nay dién tién trong vong
ba thang nay. Ong bo nam trén mét chiéc giwrong trong phong khach. Ong khong hé
than van diéu gi va tbi cau xin Chla dwa 6ng vé sém vi tdi that tinh khdng muén
thdy éng chju dau dén. DU vdy ch; tdi ludn 1& nguwoi hét sirc ndng do dng va toi rat
doi cdm on vé viéc do.
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Lung t6i bay gio da dé bét 70%, nhung sau d6 t6i lai thdy dau mét chat. Toi
biét 14 phdi c6 thoi gian va cdm on Chua tdi c6 thé ngoi va ngu kha tét qua dém.
Thinh thodng t6i viron dudi lung va ty héi t6i ¢6 vieon dudi qua chang.

T6i tiép tuc cdng tAc muc vu &m nhac cia tdi noi ndy roi noi khac va hy vong
lam nhiéu trong ndam téi di hat tei cac cuge tinh tam Ki T6 Gido, cac cugdc héi thdo
néu tdm than nho bé gia nua ndy con ding vieng va néu Thién Chda musn! Tdi doc
lai dong chi than thiét ghi lai hdm qua trong wéc nguyén hang ngay cua tdi: “ Thién
Chua ddu yéu, xin hay nhdn Idy loi con cdu nguyén bay gio va si dung né nhur long
Chuia muén. ” Ngai dd nhdc rang “cac loi cdu xin cua ching ta khéng ludn phdi 1a
mét hanh vi thuyét phuc ma ching phdi 1a mét tang pham dang 1&n Thién Chua, s
trdi réng ciia mét chiéc tham dé doén cho Thién Chua can thiép vao thé gigi Ngai da
dung nén va sé hiu. Nhing loi cdu xin cua ching ta 1a nhing chiéc xe ma vi Chla
Té c6 thé nha nh¢n va khéng pham vao su dong y nguyén thay ciia Ngai khi dét chan
lén dé gitp ching ta nhitng nguwoi qudn Iy vdt sé hizu. ”T6i nhdc lai tat ca nhiing
diéu nay dé néi rang cai dé da danh déng toi rang toi phdi nhin vao viéc hat cho
Ngai theo cach thizc dé, réi canh ching Ngai gap t6i ¢ dé.

Stan tiép tuc 1am viéc cho mét cdng ty bar dong san va lam nhiing viéc nang
nhoc cudi tudan ¢ quanh ving nay. Anh dy van ludn nhe vdy, kién nhan, dé thuong
va chiu kho véi toi. Khéng chdc chan gi nhing viéc toi lam néu khdng co anh dy tro
gilip. Morgan bay gio 21 tudi, da dinh hon, va dang hoc dé tré thanh mét y ta. Y
trung nhan cua cd ta dang hoc dé tro thanh mét y ta thyc hanh véi hy vong cd hai
sé cO duroc nhiéu viéc lam tot. Chloe dang tudi 12, chei séo va piano, thich cai ngua,
di san, cau c4, va chay bé. Chau to con! Ddu vdy mdanh mai va trang kién. Ban chan
chau cé chirng so 10 va da cao bang t6i. Chau ciing 1a mér dira tré to I6n. 9lbs.20z.
Chéu suwdi ndng hang ngay. Thién Chlia da déng mét ddu dn trén chau véi mét tréai
tim hgnh phac luén ludn tran day 10ng biét on. Chau cing 1a mét nguoi the. Hy vong
nhézng nam tugi tho sé di qua nhe nhang!

Cau xin nhiéu on lanh dé xuong trén dng véi tinh yéu meén va vong tay than
ai guri den dng va gia dinh. Toi hy vong 6ng thuréng thirc CD.

Thuwong mén,
Christie
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Tai bat. Néu dng thirong thizc CD xin vui 10ng viét mgt vai cam nhdn trén itunes va
cdbaby.com. Toi rat tran quy viéc 1am d@s. C6 thé anh Cuwrong, con cua 6ng sé gilp
éng lam viéc d6? Xin chic mang thay Cwong dim tdi vi anh dwoc phong chizc Phé
Té. Anh dy c6 mét tréi tim hién dang cho Thién Chua.

Nh¢ lai truge day tdi da clng véi Pho té Phérd Nguyén Dic Cuong, con trai
tha hai cua téi, gap tham Nhac Si Christie Cook tai mot nha hang ¢ Nacogdoches,
Texas cach nay quang ching hon 12 nam, sau khi tham du I& phong chicc Phé Té
Vinh Vién do Btiic Hong Y Daniel Nicholas DiNardo, Hong Y Téng Giéo Phan
Galveston-Houston dt tay ma Vietcatholic do Cha Tran Cong Nghi 1am Giam Déc
lic bay gior da c6 dang bai twong thuat cua toi.

Nguyén Puic Cung

Philadelphia, Thang Muoi Mot -
Houston, Mua Vong, 2024 (Dec.05)
(Xin xem hinh phia dudi)
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N nhac s kiém Ca si CHRISTIE COOK ¢ Nacogdoches, TX véi Album nhac “New Day” trong
do co bai hat “I Survived”.
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