Pé Nhat Cong Hoa Viét Nam: Cian Nguyén P6 Ve

(Poc chwong 10 tip 2 tic pham “The Viet-Nam Upheaval” ciia GS Vii Quy Kp)
Bai 4: Nhirng nhan vat My tan thanh chinh sach ciia TT Diém

Tran Phong Vi

Trong hai bai dau, dya vao luan ctr va nhiéu ngudn tai liéu kha tin noi Chuong 10 tap 2,
tac phdm “Vietnam Upheaval” cua tac gia Vi Quy Ky, nguoi viét da néu 1én hai cin nguyén co
ban dan t&i su d6 v& dang tiéc cia Bé Nhat CHVN cudi nam1963.

Trudce hét 1a sy hiéu sai vé ban chat cuoc chién.

Tir mot cude chién tu vé ma chinh quyén cia TT Diém mién cudng phai dwong dau
truGe muu toan xam luoc cua CS Bic Viét, vi vo tinh hay ¢ y (?!), mot bo phan trong chinh gidi
Hoa Ky lai hicu sai 1 cugc chién do ndng dan mién nam phét khai vi bat man véi ché do Saigon!

Sy hiéu sai chét nguoi nay vo hinh chung da bién cudc chién than thanh day chinh
nghia 4y tré thanh mot cuoc noi chién!

Day la mot van dé vo cuing nghiém trong.

Tir céi thé bi xam lang, bat budc phai chéng lai, bdng dung bi hiéu Ia cudc chién tranh
nodi bo do ndng dan vang 1én chong chinh quyén duong nhiém thi con chi la chinh nghia?! Ma
mét khi chinh nghia khdng con thi su mat 1ong tin caa nhan dan dan téi sy sup do ché do chi con
la van dé thoi gian!

Tiép dén la sy toa rap vsi ke thil phuong Bc cua nhiing ké duoc goi 1a ¢d van, la dong
minh bén canh guang may cam quyén Bé Nhat CHVN khi dy. Chinh mét s6 thanh phan cot can
trong do, vi hanh tién va vi mic cam “tu ton nudc 16n”, tir xem thudng, coi ré dol tac, dén xuyén
tac su thanh céng vuot buc cua Qubc sach Ap Chién Lugc trong viéc bé gdy cha truong cua
Hanoi dung du kich chién tan sat ndng dan, bao vay thanh thi.

Hb tro cho ké hoach tham ddc nay 1a Averell Harriman da cha dong 1¢o 1ai hoa hoi
Genéve trung 1ap Lao nam 1962 ma khong tru liéu bién phép dé& phong Handi xam nhap bo doi
va vii khi vao mé rong chién cudc & mién nam.

Qua bai thtr ba, goi ghém tat ca nhiing gi tac gia ho Vii da céng khai diém mat chi tén
cac hung than vay quanh TT Kennedy. Nho thé, nguoi viét thiy rd duoc nhan than, quan diém,
lap truong ctia nhém ngudi do Harriman chi dao, tuy nhan danh cuong quc Hoa Ky qua nam
Viét Nam hop tac véi chinh quyén caa TT Diém, nhung ky thuc lai dang muu toan ha bé 6ng!

Téng Thong Kennedy (Hinh trén mang)

Diéu tré tréu 1a xoay quanh TT Kennedy khong phai chi toan nhitng ké xun xoe tim
cach rét vao tai 6ng ta nhirng 101 dudng mat dé mic tinh vo tron bép méo chinh tinh va hién
trang chién cudc tai mién nam. Trén thuc té, ngoai nhém ninh than van khong thiéu nhitng khudn
mét lanh dao uy tin & Hoa Thinh Bén, thoi TT Kennedy ciing nhu nhiéu nam trudc do.

Nhimg nhan vat uy tin nay da cong khai bay té long kinh trong d6i véi TT Diém. Su
kinh trong khong gi¢i han ¢ nhan cach, thai do cuong truc, liém chinh cua nguoi ¢6 céng khai



sang nén CHVN, ma con bang vao nhitng thanh qua than ky caa quan dan mién nam do 6ng lanh
dao trong 5 nam dau, khién ho thay can tich cuc ung ho duong 16i chinh sach cua éng.

Trong bai 3, khi noi t6i khuon mat chinh tri nha nghé, biét chup bt thoi co nhu Averell
Harriman, ching toi viét:

“Chinh tdc gia “Vietnam Upheaval” dd cé lan nhdc t6i thdi dp hanh tién, xdc xwoc
ciia 6ng ta doi véi TT Diém. Piéu ndy cho hiéu sau khi dd mua dwoc cam tinh cia TT Kennedy,
Harriman khong nhitng qua mdt ngoai trwcéng Dean Rusk, xép truc tiép ciia 6ng ta ma con xem
thwong ca Pho TT Lyndon Johnson. Béi I¢ lic bdy gio ai ciing biét 6ng Johnson kinh trong
nguwoi cam dau chinh quyén VNCH ra 540.

O cuwong vi Phé TT cuong quoc HK, khong nhitng ong da ting ca ngoi ong Diém la
“Churchill cua Viét Nam”, ma con so sanh ong voi George Washington, Andrew Jackson,
Woodrow Wilson va Franklin Roosevelt.”

Pho TT Johnson (H. trén mang)

Van theo tdc gia ho Vi, ngoai Ph6 TT Johnson, trong “Triumph Forsaken”, Mark
Moyar luu y rang, danh sach cac quan chirc Washington phan dbi viéc thay thé TT Diém c6 rat
nhiéu khu6n mit anh huéng vuot xa ddi phuong xoay quanh hung than Harriman.

Sau day 1a nhitng dién mao dién hinh trong danh sach nay:

Bo truong Qudc phong Robert McNamara; Chu tich Hoi dbng Tham muu trudéng Lién
quan Maxwell Taylor; Bo truong Tu phdp Robert Kennedy. Ké tiép 1a Giam ddc CIA John
McCone; chua ké téi nhitng nhén vét c¢6 tam quan trong trong qua khir va twong lai nhu Dai str
My tai Saigon Frederic Nolting; Giam d6c Bo phan Vién Pong cua CIA William Colby. Xa hon
nira cling phai ké t6i nhitng dién mao 16n nhu TT Dweight Eisenhower*, TT Richard Nixon**.

Riéng 6ng Dean Rusk, nguoi gilr vai tro ngoai truong trong ndi cac Kennedy, tuy
khong c6 10 nao cdng khai truc tiép dé cao TT Diém, nhung theo nhing ching tir dang tin cay
duogc tac gia “The Vietnam Upheaval” néu ra cho thdy, chua bao gio 6ng tan thanh nhimg dé
nghi hay goi y thay thé nha lanh dao Dé Nhat CHVN.

Trong chuyén tham Viét Nam dau tién ctia Pho Tong thong Lyndon Johnson sau khi
chinh quyén Kennedy nham chirc, -nhu duge mo ta trong “Thét bai cudi cung cta Diém™-, si
ménh hién nhién cua dng 1a cing ¢6 sy tin tuéng cua TT Diém . Dip nay, 6ng Johnson da khong
tiéc 101 1én tiéng ca ngoi Tong Thong Ngo Pinh Diém. Ngay ca khi ¢ noi cong cong ciing nhur
lGc phét biéu trong chén riéng tu.

Trong tac pham “Nam Cua Hare”*** Francis Winter di bdo céao vé mot cuoc hop do ngoai
truong Dean Rusk chu tri, khong c6 Téng thdng Kennedy va Harriman, trong khi Pho TT
Lyndon Johnson dugc mai. Theo loi tuong thuat cia Winter, trong cudc hop, nguoi cim dau Bo



Ngoai Giao HK di qua quyét rang “Chiing ta sé khong tién hanh mét cudc dio chinh & Sai
Gon va chung ta sé khong bé roi Mién Nam Vi¢t Nam”.

McNamara, McCone, va Phé Tong thdng Johnson déu to ra tan thanh quan diém nay
cta ngoai truong Rusk.

Ddng tinh véi Winters, Hoc gia Geoffrey Shaw nhan xét: “Pho Tong thong Johnson da
dua ra nhitng 1ap luan virng chéc dé chéng lai am muu ddo chinh. Duéi mét ong Johnson, 6ng
Diém la m§t nha lanh dao tot cia mién nam Viét Nam. Ong khong ngan ngai cong khai bgc
16 tam tinh & m éng Diém vé quan diém va cung cach diéu hanh dét nuéc ciia 6ng ta.”

Van theo nhitng chimg tir duoc tac gia “The Vietnam Upheaval” trung dan, trong cudc
hop twong tu nhu Winters d& cap, Hilsman di cin cir vao nhitng dé xuat gan day cua Phap cho
rang Saigon tim kiém sy thong nhat véi mién Bic dé 1én &n 6ng C6 vin Ngé Pinh Nhu 1a “ké
phan quéc”. Rusk di phan bac mét ciach hai huée ring Washington can phai thin trong
v6i cao budc ham hé nhw thé. Tiép d6, 6ng thang thin chi ra rang chinh nhitng nd lwc kéo dai
hang tuin dé khua chudng danh tréng cd vé cho mét cudc dio chinh nhiam lat 36 Pé Nhiat
CHVN ciing khéng khac gi mét “hanh vi phan bi” theo cach nhin ctia ngudi Viét Nam!
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Ngoai trudng Dean Rusk (H1nh trén mang)

Mot diéu kha té nhi va nhay cam d& gay tranh cii khién it ai dam thang than dé cap. D6
1a su can thiét phai c6 cia mot chinh quyén manh trong hoan canh phai dwong dau véi mot cude
chién khdc liét trong d6 thii pham gy chién 1a nhimng ké mau lanh. Cing lic ngudi lanh dao
chinh quyén phai duong dau véi chét choc, tan pha khong chi chiu ap luc tir ké gay chién ma con
ca nhitng thé lyc chinh tri ndi bo va ddng minh cia minh 1a Hoa Ky.

Chinh quyén ay khong dau khac hon 1a chinh quyén VNCH phia nam vi tuyén 17 cta
TT Ng6 Dinh Di¢m ké tir nam 1960 khi CS mién Béc tréng tron x¢ toac Hiép Pinh Genéve nam
1954, do chinh ho ky két dé cong khai mé cudc xam ling miéu Nam.

Theo Mark Moyar, chinh tuéng Maxwell Taylor, Chu tich Hoi dong Tham muru truong
Lién quan Hoa Ky da cong khai n6i 1én su can thiét nay. Trong mét cudc tranh luan, Taylor noi:
Chlng ta cin mdt ngwdi dan 6ng manh mé dé diéu hanh dit nwéc nay. Qua that ching ta
cAn mét nha ddc tai trong thoi gian chién tranh.

Pé bién hod cho luén cit cia minh, tuong Taylor noi, tOi cOn nhd, trong cudc ndi chién
cua Hoa Ky, chinh chdng ta, ciing di tirng ¢6 mét chinh phi doc tai.

Nguoi viét nhimg dong nay biét rat 1, trong so nhitng nhan vat than can TT Diém
khong thiéu ngudi chia s¢ quan niém thyc tién trén day.

Duoc biét, trong nhitng nam 4y, khong it 1an trong riéng tu cling nhu trong nhing budi
hop cong cong tai dinh TT, c6 nguoi di xa gan bay to suy nghi ndy véi 6ng Diém, nhung déu bi
6ng gat qua mot bén. Khong phai vi 6ng so du luan dam tiéu ma chinh 13 ban tinh cuong truc,
ngay chinh ctia 6ng. NG lru truyén trong ong tir giong mau ctia cy Ngo Dinh Kha, than phu 6ng.
N6 khong cho phép 6ng nghe 10 xui bay cta thudc ha ma xir t& v6i than nhan gia dinh 6ng Ha




Thac Ky, lanh tu dang Pai Viét khi ong nay kéo quan ra Ba Long chdng lai ong. Trai lai, 6ng
con chi thi cho thudc ha kin ddo gitip d& vo con 6ng Ha. N6 khién 6ng that sic ding lang hoi 1au
hém 8-5-1955 khi bat ngd duoc tin Hoi Bong Cach Mang dua ra quyét dinh truat phé QT Bao
Dai va chuan bi t6 chuc tl’ung cau dan y. Né ciing 1a cin nguyén khién TT Diém trong nhig
gio khic bi vay khén Dinh Gia Long trong bién ¢6 1-11-63 vAn mét muc tir chdi 10i
Thiéu ta Du¢ yéu cau dwoge phép né sing chong lai lyc lwgng clia bon phan twéng. Ly do vi
ong khong mudn cac chién si quc gia bi d6 mau***.

Tong Thong Richard Nixon (Hinh trén mang)

Cong tam ma xét, sau khi dé nhat CHVN bj sup d6, hai anh em TT Diém bi tham st
mé vao may nam dam phan tuéng thay nhau tranh gianh quyén luc truée khi tai sinh dé nhi cong
hoa, chién cuoc ngay mot leo thang, tir Kennedy cho dén may doi TT ké tiép thuong bi cot cho
trach nhiém phan boi Viét Nam, nhung su that khong han nhu thé. Riéng duéi thoi TT Kennedy,
can nguyén truc tiép dua téi su sup d6 dau thuong cia ché do mien nam cudi nam 1963 la do su
thao tlng quyén luc, che mat chi nhan toa Bach Oc ciia Harriman va nhitng thanh phan than tin
vay quanh duong su. Néu noi 6ng Kennedy la nan nhan cua nhom nay ciing khdng qua dang.

Han cé ngudi s€ néu cau hoi: thé thi nhiing chinh khach dugc coi la ung ho ca nhan 6ng
Diém va chinh quyén mién nam khi 4y & dau ma dé cho bon Harriman mic tinh mua gay vuon
hoang? (Trong mét bai khac, ching toi s& c6 dip tro lai dé tra loi cau hoi chinh dang nay).

Phai nhin nhan mot sy that nhu trong chwong 10. tap 2 tdc pham “The Vietnam
Upheaval” d chi ra, nhitng mau thuan trong ndi by chinh quyén da khién TT Kennedy dau dau
nghiém trong. La mot anh hung trong thé chién thtr hai, 6ng 1a mot ngudi con qua maoi mé néu
khong mudn ndi 1a khdng biét gi vé chinh tri chau A, cach riéng dbi voi chinh tinh va cudc chién
Viét Nam. Sai 1am 16n nhat cia chi nhén toa Bach Oc khi ay la da vi cam tinh ca nhan dé cho
Harriman mic tinh thao tang, cudi cling ganh lay tiéng xau la phan boi Nam Viét Nam, thong
qua viéc “trung lap hoa” Lao vi nhugc diém cua ong la khong biét gi vé tAm quan trong cta Lao
vé phuong dién dia chinh tri d6i v6i Viét Nam va cac quic gia trong vung.

Gio day, khi can nhitng 10i khuyén khon ngoan dé gitip d6i pho véi chién tranh Viét
Nam, ong thdy minh dang & giita mot cudc giang co giita hai trudng phai tu tuéng trai nguoc.
khdng phai dau xa ma ngay trong gigi than can ciaa minh.

TT Diém va TT Eisenhower (anh trén mang)



Chinh diéu nay 1a mam méng co ban dé khi c6 co hdi thuan tién da bién thanh ngon
s6ng cudi cung cudn troi tat ca ky vong cua may doi TT My 1a mién nam Viét Nam sé 12 tién don
ngan chan lan séng do tai A Chau.

Co hdi thuan tién do6 chinh I1a phong trao chéng dbi do mot thiéu s nguy danh Phat
Gi4o chu truong dua téi bién ¢ dau thurong dau thang 11 nam 1963.

Mién nam California, Thi Ba ngay 31 thang 8 nam 2021

*Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969) la TT thir 34 cua Hiép Chung Quéc HK trong hai nhiém ky (tir
1953 dén 1961). Trong dé nhi thé chién ong la tw Iénh téi cao doan quadn vién chinh My chi huy cudc do bg lén bo
bién Normandie, Phdp quéc dé gidi phong Au Chéu khéi dch théng tri Pike Quoc Xa do nha doc tai Hitler cam dau.

Khi roi chiec vi TT, mét ngay trucce khi tan TT Kennedy tuyén thé nham chirc, ong Eisenhower voi kinh
nghiém cia mot Thong Sodi, mét chién lugc gia quin sy va véi tuw cach nguoi tién nhiém cao nién, da dn can
khuyén cdo va cin dan Kennedy la bdang mol gia phai kién dinh duy tri nén déc ldp cia Ai Lao vén la cira ngd cho
phe cong san nhom ngo Viét Nam va cac quoc gia Dong Nam A.

Nhueng vi thiéu kinh nghiém, nguoi ké vi éng da qud tin dimg nhitng nhdn vét kiéu cdng, hanh tién ddy
tham vong nhw Harriman, Hilsman dd dwa t6i két qua trung ldp héa Lao Quoc, mé dwong cho Handi dwa bg dgi va
vii khi, tiép liéu chién tranh xdm nhdp mién nam lam sup dé6 dé nhat CHVN va kéo dai cude chién.

Trong tac phdm ‘IT Kennedy va Viét Nam”, sur gia John M. Newman da ghi lai chi tlét sau day:

“Khodng dau nam 1957, éng Diém lic dy véi tw cach Quoc Truong da ding quyén hanh cia minh d@é
ché ngw cdc Gido phdi bdt phuc ting va nghién nat cac chi bg Viét Minh & dong bang song Ciru Long. Nhitng thanh
tich nay da khién TT Eisenhower ca tung éng la Con Nguoi Than Ky ¢ A Chdu.” (Nguyén van: By 1957 Diem, now
the chief of state, has used his power to subdue the dissenting religious sects and smash the Viet minh cells in the
Mekong Delta, accomplishments which let Eisenhower to Aail Diem as the “Miracle Man” of Asia”

**Trong tac pham “No more Vietnam” TT Richard Nixon viét:

“TT Diém 6n dinh mién nam VN vi nhw Tang Pd Pinh Vom gitt vom nha ditng vieng. Cdc thé lye chinh
tri tie moi phia qui vao éng ma chong, nhing véi phwong sach qudn bang cdc thé e, cho cdi no chéng cdi kia, 6ng
da domg chot tat ca lai. Chi khi ndo tang da dinh vom bi ldy di, ngueoi ta méi thdy la né quan trong. Y hét nhw the,
chi khi nao ong Diém chét réi, toan thé hé théng chinh tri mién nam Viét Nam sup do, nguoi ta moi nhdn ra vai tro
sinh tir cua ong ta.

Piéu nhitng ké chii trwong ing hé cude dao chinh thuéc chinh quyén Kennedy hic dé déang 1€ phai biét
thi nay da hién ré mot cach dau don!

Sw lya chon ¢ nam VN khi d'y khong phai la sy lua chon gitta ong Diém va mot ké nao do 16t hon, ma la
gitta éng va nhitng ké toi té hon!

Du ong Diem c6 16 gi chang nita thi éng dy ciing ¢é mgt can ban phap ly dang ké. Ong Diém la mét
lanh tu kién cwang, quyet d‘oan ma mot dan toc nhw Vzet Nam d‘ang rat can

(Nguyén vin: Presndent Diem stabilized South VN as a keystone holds up a dome Political force
converge on him from all directions, but by balance one against another, he locked all of them in place. And just as
a keystone’s importance is not apparent unless it is removed, Diem vital role became clear only after his demise,
when the entire South Vietnamese political system came crashing down.

What the coup supporters in the Kennedy administration should have known all along now became
painfully clear. The choice in South Vietnam had been not between Diem and somebody better but between Diem
and somebody worse!

Whatever his faults, Diem possessed a significant measure of legitimacy. He was a strong leader of a
nation that desperately needed strong leader. With him gone, power in South Vietnam was up for grabs...



*** “Nam cua Hare” tircc nam con Tha, trong khoa it vi, ngueoi Tau goi con Tho thay cho con Méo. Nhu
the, "Year of the Hare" chinh la nam Quy Mdao" (1963).

***%%Trong cuon “Nho lai nhitng ngdy & canh Tong thong Ngé Dinh Diém” Pai Ta Nguyén Hitu Dué
(khi ay con mang lon Thiéu ta, Tw Lénh Phé kiém Tham Muwu Treong Lit Podn Lién Binh Phong Vé Phi TT) dd ghi
lai chi tiét sau ddy:

“...t6i xin phép TT cho bé thanh Céng Hoa, don luc lwong chinh la thiét gidp va ba dai déi cua lir dodn,
kéo lén tan cong thang vao B Tong Tham Muwu nhung TT khéng dong ¥, va ra lénh ré rang nhw sau qua si quan tity
vién: “Bdo Due dirng nong, TT dang lién lac voi cac tuong dé tranh doé mau’” (trang 162)

...Liic gan sang (2-11), khi TT ra lénh budng sling, khong muon binh st d6 mau vi 6ng, t6i thdy rd roi,
tuyét vong. thng van con hy vong mong manh la ong sé dugc doi xir tir té boi cdc ‘tudng lanh lam ddao chanh, vi
hau hét nhitng vi nay déu do éng gan lon cho ho. Chdng bao ldu sau dige tin 6ng chét,. Nghi ma thuong cho dng, Vi
so anh em bdo vé cho ong bi dé mau, so quan doi anh em giao tranh voi nhau mat tiéem luc chéng cong, ma ong bi
lam nhuc, phdi chét trong tay nhitng ké vii phu trong mét xe thiét gidp!” (trang 170)



